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We are a time-conscious people. From 
dawn to dark we are asking and answering 
the questions, “What time is it?’ “How 
old is he or she?” Innumerable are the 
times we look at our watches and clocks 
each day. So habited are we that many 
times we have to look a second time to 
give answer to one who inquires the hour 
of the day. The moments, the days, the 
months, the years seem to roll on cease- 
lessly. Only for the individual do they 
ever seem to stop. 

Impressed with this fact, the Psalmist 
prayed, “Teach us to number our days that 
we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.” 
Time seems to have a way of running out 
on us, like the sands of the hour glass. 
Perhaps it was that which led to the mak- 
ing of that primitive measurer of time. At 
any rate, besides using them today as the 
gauge for boiling eggs in our homes, they 


We live in deeds, not years; 


have become for us the symbol of the 
passage of time. Like the sands of the 
hour glass, so runs our life. 

And so the hour glass on our cover 
reminds us that another year has fled. The 
record of 1947 is now placed in God’s great 
storehouse of the years. Let us not be for- 
getful of the lessons it has taught, but let 
us leave it there to go on to better things. 
May the record of each of us in 1948 be 
better far than that of 1947. As we say 
the conventional, “Happy New Year,” let 
us accompany it with a prayer of aspira- 
tion that the year 1948 may indeed be 
happy because the quality of life we live 
in it is ever improving, rising ever toward 
the level where the sons of God should 
live and move and have their being. 

Philip James Bailey's little poem, “The 
Aim of Life,” comes to us as a reminder at 
the beginning of a New Year. 


in thoughts, not breaths; 


In feelings, not in figures on a dial. 

We should count time by heart-throbs. He most lives 
Who thinks most, feels the noblest, acts the best. 

And he whose heart beats the quickest lives the longest. 


NaS 1S 5.U'E 


Cover Photo by Gendreau 
Time 


Only Christian People Can Be So Good .......... 2 
@nithe Worldsknontion. ..)-.c...aumt sno 4 
Let's Celebrate Twelfth Night! 0.0.0.0... 6 
BooktReviGws te me eee, Seema ic nae ences 7 
TERS WApESNOD eee he Meese Sa. dence biy hon tec 8 
S.C. Holds Second 

Synod-Wide Youth Rally... 9 
Luther Leaguers Complete 

orciswACrONnnojects seem 9 
romp sutom\ OU wie teres rear cxarse. eins ross 10 


———— a a! 


Bible Cross-Word Puzzle 


NewseNotosmtccce see nr nee eee ea 12 
Luke Writes the Christmas Story ..............00+ 14 
Program for Young Adults 

On the World Frontier ...............2-::0:0-- 15 
Book-of-the-Month Club 

Selectionsmtons J anualiye-seye see eee eee 16 
Programs for Young People 

Those Resolutions | Made ................0.000 17 


"Christ for the World We 
Singing. BUtNod. seen eae gether 18 


"Lord, Send Them Out"... Who? 
Luther League of America Directory 


Skeldon H. S. students with Pastor Magalee: 
Sajwan Singh, Jane King, Pastor Magalee, 
Kathleen Team-Fook Subhanally Ramjohn. 


When a Lutheran High School was started at Plan- 
tation Skeldon I was in the United States. That was two 
years ago. It had its humble beginning in a little building 
that was once used as a grocery shop. Fourteen chil- 
dren had enrolled and within a few weeks that number 
swelled to twenty, then to twenty-five—thirty—forty. By 
the end of the first year there were sixty boys and girls 
crowded together in a single room that was big enough 
for only thirty. 

Parents were fully aware of the conditions under which 
their children attended school. Some sat on window sills, 
while others were jammed together shoulder to shoulder. 
But nothing better could be done; our school was the only 
answer to a very pressing need. 

It was clearly seen that Plantation Skeldon, and vicinity 
with 20,000 people—the majority of them illiterate and 
non-Christian—needed a secondary school, and the Gos- 
pel of the Saving Christ. Such work would call for a 
substantial physical plant and sufficient manpower. Such 
needs would require money. At the Luther League Golden 


This house on stilts houses the 
congregation of St. Mary’s 
Church, Bel-Air, British Guiana. 
Much dampness makes it neces- 
sary to build high off of the 
ground. Structure is of wood with 
a metal roof. The Peace High 
School will likely be similarly 
constructed. Plans are now in 
the making. 
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Only Christian People 
Can Be So Good 


Guianese Pastor Hector Magalee 
Tells of Skeldon Student Re-actions 
to News of Plan of the Luther League 
of America to Build Them a School 


Jubilee celebrations held in Pittsburgh last year, I was 
authorized by the Board of Foreign Missions to represent 
our church in making an appeal to the League for the 
sum of $25,000 for our Skeldon project. It was well 
known now that this project was very graciously accepted 
by the convention and it is intended to raise the required 
amount between 1947-49. The news of the acceptance of 
this project was cabled to the Church in British Guiana, 
and there was widespread rejoicing. 

Some time ago I had the privilege, for the first time, of 
visiting our Skeldon High School and of telling them per- 
sonally about the Luther League’s kind and generous 
proposal. By this time the enrollment had jumped to one 


hundred, though only a small and insignificant addition - 


to the original floor space had been made. Assembling 
together for the occasion, many of them were forced to 
stand because there was no more space for benches. There, 
in these cramped quarters with scarcely standing room 
left, I told them of the plans for Skeldon, They listened 
with wrapped attention and then burst into wild applause. 
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Subhanally Ramjohn, a Mohammedan student the son of 
a family strong in the belief of their own religion, rose to 
his feet and extemporaneously returned thanks. In his 
little speech a most significant sentence was spoken. Said 
he, . . . “only Christian people can be so good. .. .” This 
sentence may well be a germinating seed for the Christian 
cause at Skeldon. 

Sajwan Singh also spoke. This roughly-clad, barefoot 
young Hindu with bright and sparkling eyes, spoke with 
imagination. He wondered what he and his ninety-nine 
colleagues there assembled would have been doing with 
their young lives had not the Lutherans opened a school. 
He was sorry that at the present time many of his friends 
could not be admitted because of the lack of space. He 
drew a mental picture of the new school and the great 
good that would come from it. 

A small Negro girl, Jane King, also stood up. It must 
have been a great ordeal for her. Her hands trembled 
and _ perspiration gathered upon her cheeks, but she too 
wanted to thank the Luther League of America. With a 
quivering, nervous voice she said “. .. please send them our 
sincere thanks.” At such an occasion one only wished that 
all our kind friends in America could have been present. 

Secretary Dr. Fred J. Fiedler of the staff of the Board 
of Foreign Missions of the U.L.C.A. brings us up to date 
with the progress being made on the project in British 
Guiana, as follows: 

Word comes from British Guiana of the ever increasing 
popularity of the Skeldon High School. The school is 
crowded with students—some have to be refused admission 


These are hunters in British Guiana returning from the jungle with fresh meat. 


because of the lack of sufficient room to accommodate all 
who apply. A temporary building has been approved to 
relieve some of the congestion. It is expected that much 
of the material used in this structure will be salvaged for 
use when the permanent high school at Skeldon is put up. 
The Rev. Patrick Magalee is arranging to move to the 
vicinity of the high school and it is proposed that a manse 
be erected on the grounds. With a manse and a resident 
minister and the project of a new building in the not too 
distant future there is such a great opportunity for con- 
structive Christian work as to evoke from the mission staff 
the expression: “With this equipment at Skeldon, we can 
set this small world afire.” 

Unfortunately it is impossible to go ahead with the 
present building project immediately. First of all the 
money to be contributed by the Luther League of America 
is not as yet on hand. However, preliminary work has 
been started. The plot of ground for the high school 
needed some filling in at one place and some levelling off 
at another. This work of grading has now been finished. 
A fence has been erected around the property. Plans for 
the building are in the process of preparation. 

Some kinds of building material are not available in 
British Guiana at the present time. It is impossible, for 
instance to buy nails or sheet metal. If these materials 
should be imported for a particular purpose, without some 
kind of special permission from the Government—which is 
very difficult to secure—the authorities would immediately 
confiscate the shipment for distribution through the regu- 
lar market. Building conditions are now unfavorable, 


To those who 


know its secrets the jungle yields many things for the use of man. 
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On the momentous day of the recapitulation ceremonies 
at Tokyo after V-J Day, General MacArthur made a very 
significant statement which drew wide-spread comment 
in all Christendom—“Our problem is a religious one. We 
must foster the life of the spirit if we would save the 
flesh.” In that utterance, MacArthur gave a glimpse of 
a new frontier which challenges the imagination of every 
Christian believer. It is the frontier of world evangelism. 


The Gospel Is the Answer 

General MacArthur could have gone on to say that the 
Christian missionary work around the world is a living 
demonstration of the great truth uttered by our Lord 
when He said, “I am the Way and the Truth and the 
Life.” True, indeed, the dark-skinned Christians of the 
Pacific Islands and elsewhere are God’s evidence that 
there is only one way for man to deal with his fellow man, 
one way for the world to live in peace and goodwill and 
brotherhood. It is the way of Christ, the Saviour of men, 
the Lord of life. 


Frontier in Japan 

In Japan we have a world frontier of the Christian 
Church in a most peculiar form. Very fortunately the 
occupation of Japan by American Armed Forces has been 
conducted in such a way as to win the admiration of the 
Japanese people in high circles and in humble places. The 
Japanese have been impressed with the good conduct 
toward them of former enemies and they have attributed 
this to two things: first—to the principles of democracy; 
second—to the teachings of Christianity. The results are 
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On the 
World Frontier 


By Fred J. Fiedler 


Dr. Fiedler tells here how 
world conditions are affecting 
the progress of Christian 
missions in different parts 

of the world 


that the Japanese people are enthusiastically learning the 
ways of democracy and they are seeking to learn more 
about Christianity. 

Because America and things American enjoy a cordial 
reception in the minds of the people in Japan, the Christian 
Faith finds a similar welcome because American ways of 
democracy reflect the teaching and the spirit of the Chris- 
tian Faith. 

Our missionaries in Japan write home of the many 
opportunities which now come to them to testify to our 
Faith. The Japanese people want to know the Bible. 
They want to have the Christian Faith explained to them. 
Study groups have been forming in schools, in factories, 
and in home communities. Missionaries and Japanese 
Christians are kept busy teaching the Bible and the Chris- 
tian Faith to thousands. 

Japan is indeed a vital center of the spiritual frontier 
today. Here is a nation of seventy-five million people who 
have seen their old faith totter and fall into total empty 
ruin and they are reaching our for a new way. And we have 
the new way which alone brings men into the Light and 
leads to abundant life. Here is a challenge to Christian 
people in every part of the world. It is a challenge 
to meet the spiritual quest on the frontier of world 
evangelism. — 

Home Rule and the Frontier 

On last August 15th, India celebrated her Day of Inde- 
pendence. Home rule has come at last. For many dec- 
ades Indians received the benefit of the good, just rule of 
Britain. There was a great deal of home rule all through 
the years. All local government was conducted by the 
Indians themselves, and through the years England 
handed over more and more of the provincial and national 
functions of government to Indians. Along with the rule 
of Great Britain in India came the growth of Christian 
missions in that land. Hinduism kept them enslaved in a 
system of thought which was degrading. Christianity 
came and gave them new hope and new life. 
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How will the Christians of India fare under the new 
home rule? Part of the answer is found in the strong 
nationalism which has fostered the independence move- 
ment and which inevitably has looked upon Christianity 
as a foreign and western religion. Even among the 
educated people of India, there are many who: believe 
that the missionaries are in the pay of their governments 
and that they are in India for reasons connected with the 
purposes of foreign states and their designs upon political 
and economic advantages in India. 


Indian Christians Do Not Fear 

Two changes may very well be expected to develop 
when home rule is fully under way. First—religious instruc- 
tion in schools may be forbidden by law. It is also quite 
possible, as has already happened in Moslem states, that 
the teaching of the prevailing religion of the country 
may be required in all schools. Second—the Government 
may withdraw all offer of financial aid to schools con- 
ducted by private persons or agencies. In such a case, the 
Christian. churches will have to decide how much educa- 
tional work they are willing to pay for. The same prob- 
lem will come up with reference to hospitals and agricul- 
tural and industrial institutions. 

Our own Church in India, fortunately, has for some 
years now been organized as an Indian Church under its 
own Indian leadership. Our missionaries work side by 
side and hand in hand on an equality with Indian workers. 
Thus, our own development of home rule in the Church 
has matured, even in advance of the final achievement of 
home rule in the Government. 

The new frontier in India under the conditions of home 
rule is a challenge to the verility and courage of the Chris- 
tian Church. India is asking today for the best quality of 


missionaries available for service in that land. 


China's Doors Are Open 

At the end of the war, Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek 
of China proclaimed the invitation of China to mission- 
aries. “Send us thousands of them,” he said, “we need 
them to build a good China.” This enthusiastic word from 
the head of the nationalist government in China was not 
only his own personal feeling toward the Christian Church, 
but it was also the reflection of the feelings of the people 
of China. 

In the days of the invasion of China in 1937 many for- 
eigners left the country. Businessmen, government serv- 
ants, and others were called home and, for the most part, 
they went. There was one group, however, who remained 
in China because they said, “Now is the time that China 
needs us most. We intend to remain.” Those people were 
the missionaries. They stood by and gave help, estab- 
lishing relief stations, nursing the wounded and sick, feed- 
ing the hungry, clothing the poor. As a result of all this, 
China discovered that her truest friends were the mission- 
aries. The hearts of the people were opened as never 
before to the message of the Gospel. 

A nation of 450 million people has seen more clearly 
than ever before that there must be something good in 
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the Christian Gospel which makes people do what the 
missionaries did for China in her troubled days. Unfor- 
tunately, civil strife in China is holding back somewhat 
the great flood of missionary endeavor which is ready to 
sweep over the land with its benevolent contributions to 
the progress and happiness of this great country. In our 
own mission territory, the country distircts are held by the 
communists who are usually unfriendly to the Christians. 
In the Shantung area, we have cases of extreme hardship 
imposed upon them. How much the Chinese in general 
dread and fear the communist control is evident by the 
pouring into Tsingtao of steady streams of refugees from 
the country districts and from outlying towns whenever 
these regions are threatened by a new invasion of the 
communists. 


Humane Help Opens Frontier 

The progress of relief and rehabilitation in China con- 
tinues to win the respect and the admiration of the people 
for the Christian way of life. Our own Church in Tsingtao 
conducts schools for refugee children and food stations 
for nursing and expectant mothers and small children at 
which as many as one thousand women and children each 
day are provided for. Some of this relief work has been 
conducted in co-operation with UNRRA. A_ thousand 
cattle have been allotted to China by the United Brethren 
Committee working with UNRRA. Our own hospital at 
Tsingtao has received the gift of five Jersey heifers as 
part of this generous offer from America. 

There can be no doubt that the sociological work car- 
ried on by missionaries will more and more serve as an 
open door by which the multitudes of China will enter 
into a listening attitude toward the Christian message. 
The Gospel of Christ coming to them through the spoken 
word, corroborated by works of serving love, will form 
the complete message which will change the hearts of 
China’s millions and tune their ears to the voice of Him 
who said, “Come unto Me all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden and I will give you rest.” Such sociological work 
should include schools and hospitals as well as the intro- 
duction of approved livestock, seeds, farm machinery, 
public health service, instructions in sanitation, and pre- 
ventive medicines. All these are the handmaids of the 
Gospel in a land teeming with people who are suffering 
great human need. 


Illiteracy Is a Frontier 
One of the forces joining battle on today’s frontier is the 
movement for literacy and the distribution of Christian 
literature. It seems hardly believable that in this modern 
age sixty people in a hundred are not able to read and 
write. But, across the world today is sweeping a great 
campaign in adult literacy. It was originated and it is 
conducted under Christian auspices. Every American 
Christian should be acquainted with the work of Dr. 
Frank Laubach, who began this campaign for literacy in 
the Philippines in 1929, using a quick system of teaching 
adults to read. Dr. Laubach with the help of workers 
whom he has trained, goes from one country to another 

(Continued on Page 22) 
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If your League is looking for a bang-up 
way to wind up the Christmas holiday 
season, why not plan an Old-fashioned 
Twelfth Night Party? In the United 
States, Twelfth Night, traditionally the 
night when the Wise Men reached Beth- 
lehem, is almost a forgotten holiday, 
even though our own Lutheran Church 
still observes the Holy Festival of Epiph- 
any on January 6, the twelfth day after 
Christmas. In many, other countries, how- 
ever, Twelfth Night is the most impor- 
tant time of the Christmas season. For 
that reason many folk legends and cus- 
toms have sprung up regarding this day, 
and it is easy to plan a gay and enter- 
taining party around such customs and 
legends. 


Decorations and Invitations 

If the place where the party is to be 
held has already been decorated for 
Christmas, then your decorating job is 
done since Christmas decorations are en- 
tirely appropriate. Red and green are 
the traditional colors; and evergreens, 
holly, mistletoe, red berries, poinsettias, 
red ribbons, and red candles afford 
charming and colorful decorations. 

The invitations can be printed in blue- 
black ink on plain white correspondence 
cards. To add a touch of color, paste a 
Christmas seal in the corner of each 
card. Seals bearing such designs as a 
coach-and-four or a group of English 


carolers are most suitable. Here is a 
sample invitation: 
Hear Ye! Hear Ye! 


St. Paul’s Luther League 
invites you to celebrate 
the Merry Festival 
of 
TWELFTH NIGHT 
Tuesday, January 6 
St. Paul’s Parish House 
Potluck Supper, 6:30 P. M. 


Let's Take Potluck! 

Everybody enjoys a potluck supper, 
and this is an excellent way to begin 
your party. If there are new young peo- 
ple in the group, here is a unique and 
comical game to break the ice before 
supper: 

Heil Holiday! 

Have the group stand in a circle. 
Someone who is familiar with the game 
should act as leader. The leader turns to 
his right and walks around the inside of 
the circle, pinching lightly the cheek of 
each guest and saying, “Happy Holli- 
day!”, giving his name and receiving the 
other person’s name in return. The first 
person saluted will follow closely behind 
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BERS 
CELEBRATE 
TWELFTH 


NIGHT! 


By ESTHER and 
PAUL BARNHARDT 


the leader, doing the same; the second 
follows—and so on. Soon the circle will 
be turning in on itself, and a long line 
will be following the leader. No one 
moves until his neighbor at the left has 
himself turned inward and joined the 
face-pinching procession. The player on 
the left of the leader, at the beginning 
of the procedure, is the only one who 
does not move. When the rite is finished, 
everyone will have spoken to everyone 
else and will feel better acquainted 
through the cheek-pinching salute. 


The Jolly Rule of the Bean King 
No Twelfth Night party is complete 

without a Bean King. To choose the 
King, bake a large cake for dessert at 
supper and place a bean somewhere in 
the cake before baking. When the cake 
is cut, whoever receives the piece con- 
taining the bean will be King or Queen 
for the evening. He or she is provided 
with a crown, preferably a comical one, 
merrily hailed, and given power to begin 
the merriment by requesting the group 
to sing any song he may select. 

Now for the games! 


Beginning the Fun 
For this first group of games divide 
the group into two teams. 


Concealed Christmas Seals 

Remove the seals from several pack- 
ages of Christmas seals. Before the party, 
place them around the room in incon- 
spicuous places—in designs of rugs, on 
pictures, on curtains, under sides of 
chairs and tables, etc. Tell the guests 
that the room is full of belated Christmas 
Greetings which must be delivered. Place 
two boxes, one for each team, at oppo- 
site corners of the room. When a per- 
son finds a Christmas seal, he must de- 


liver it to his team’s box before he can 
pick up another seal. Remember to paste 
the seals lightly at one tip only so that 
they can be easily removed. The team 
that finds the most seals is the winner. 


Candle Relay 

Line the two teams up on opposite 
sides of the room. Give each team 
a lighted candle. One at a time the 
players must carry the lighted candle 
to the opposite side of the room and 
back again, handing it to the person next 
in line. Each player must complete the 
trip with the candle lighted, no matter 
how many times he has to relight it. 
Either a third lighted candle or several 
matches should be placed at a designated 
spot for relighting purposes. The team 
that finishes first is the winner. 


Raisin Relay 

Line the two teams up on the same 
side of the room. Each player has a 
toothpick in his mouth. Give each team 
a teacup half full of raisins. The first 
person on each team must succeed in 
getting a raisin from the cup with his 
toothpick, which must remain in his 
mouth until he gets the raisin. He must 
not use his hands except to hold the cup. 
Then he passes the cup to the person 
behind him. Each person does the same 
as the first one. When the last person 
in each line has picked up his raisin, he 
hands the cup back to the person in front 
of him. Thus the procedure is repeated 


until the cup returns to the front of the. 


line. The team that finishes first is the 
winner. 


The team that wins at least two of the 
three preceding games is the winning 
team. Each member of the winning 
team may be awarded a lollipop or a 
small chocolate Santa Claus. The Bean 
King must penalize each member of the 
losing team by giving that person a Con- 
trary Challenge. 


Contrary Challenges 

The Bean King gives each member of 
the losing team a task. Instead of doing 
what he is asked, however, the player 
does exactly the opposite. Here are a few 
pointers to start off with: 

(1) Stand on your head and do not 
recite a Christmas jingle. (Player stands 
on his feet and recites jingle. ) 

(2) Raise the window shade with your 
right hand. (Player lowers shade with 
left hand.) 

(8) Spell Happy New Year, (Player 
spells it backwards. ) 

(Continued on Page 28) 
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HERE'S GOOD READING 


That All May Know 

By Violet Wood, Friendship Press. 40c. 

“Our Young People’s program needs 
new life—new pep and purpose!” Has 
someone in your league expressed this 
feeling? Then you and your leaguers 
should know THAT ALL MAY KNOW. 
This little 64-page manual is “a study 
course in World Evangelism for Young 
People,” prepared by youth leaders of 
several denominations for young Chris- 
tians who want to know how life can 
have more zest and meaning for them- 
selves and for others. But let me warn 
you: this is serious reading and prompts 
thoughtful discussion and inevitable ac- 
tion. Don’t read it unless you plan to 
do something about its compelling mate- 
rial and suggestions! Its message “gets 
under your skin,” stirs you up, won't let 
you rest unless you do something about 
it! Here at last is, step by step, a chal- 
lenging program of evangelism for indi- 
vidual youth leaders, League officers, or 
groups of from 3 or 4 to 12 or 15 young 
people. 

Each of the six sessions presented be- 
gins with thrilling true stories of every- 
day individuals, here and abroad, who 
have quietly yet heroically made Chris- 
tian decisions and choices, have person- 
ally dedicated themselves to living the 
true Christian life and sharing it with 
others by word and deed and spirit, and 
have brought Christ as Saviour and Lord 
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to many, through ordinary vocational and 
social contacts, across all lines of class 
and race and nation. 

You hear much about “evangelism” 
today. THAT ALL MAY KNOW tells 
you clearly and simply what “evange- 
lism” means and what young people can 
do about it. It’s the church’s daily task, 
but it is also every Christian’s inescap- 
able responsibility to tell others of his 
faith, in every way and upon every occa- 
sion he can. After reading THAT ALL 
MAY KNOW, young people need no 
longer hesitate or feel inadequate to help 
in this great crusade. Evangelism, you 
see, is more than revival meetings, and 
work among the heathen of foreign 
lands. Perhaps you, like Barbara, are 
rubbing elbows every day with someone 
who has never been inside a church— 
has never been invited. That’s an op- 
portunity for “evangelism.” Or maybe 
you, too, like Bob, have not yet found 
the joy of a personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ—have not yet acknowledged 
within your heart that “Jesus Christ is 
Lord” (incidentally, this was the central 
thought selected for 1200 Christian youth 
from all over the world, gathered at Oslo 
this past summer). What a wonderful 
new, adventuresome life this “change” 
will bring you! This, too, is “evangelism” 
—may even lead to “world evangelism.” 

Following the chapter theme and short 
stories which begin each session, are two 


or three pertinent questions for discus- 
sion, under the heading “What do you 
say?’ plus additional suggested readings 
headed “Have you seen?”, and two sec- 
tions of more provocative thought and 
discussion material entitled “Something 
more to talk about” and “Do you agree?” 
Each session ends with two or three 
definite projects you can do, plus several 
good suggestions of how you might plan 
the session to make it a vitally interest- 
ing meeting. 

The final bibliography includes lists of 
recent materials available from the 
United Christian Youth Movement and 
the Oslo World Conference of Christian 
Youth, and also suggests contacting one’s 
own denominational headquarters for 
publications in the fields of evangelism, 
home missions, foreign missions, and 
Youth Fellowship projects. I should like 
to have seen mentioned under the Visual 
Aids section our U.L.C. Stewardship mo- 
tion picture “And Now I See” so that 
other denominations may know what our 
Lutheran Church is trying to do in mak- 
ing better Christians out of people in 
today’s world. 

Would you help make today’s world 
a better place in which to live? That 
you may know—read THAT ALL MAY 


KNOW! 
Helen Smith Stowell 


According to Thomas 

By Gladys Malvern. McBride and Co., 
New York, 1947, 272 pages. $2.75. 

This is a novel of Thomas the Doubter. 
In a simple, readable style, the author 
has Thomas, as the youngest of the Dis- 
ciples, tell the story of his contacts and 
experiences with Jesus of Nazareth. In 
most cases, Miss Malvern follows the 
Biblical account quite closely, quoting 
freely from the exact words used by 
Jesus and the other Gospel characters. 
The last chapter entitled “The Way” 
tells of the legendary travels of the Dis- 
ciples following Jesus’ Ascension and of 
the death which tradition associates with 
them. : 

The outstanding feature of this beau- 
tifully written novel is the careful and 
vivid description of Palestinian life and 
customs of the day when our Lord 
walked among men. The explanations 
given of certain Jewish practices help to 
make more meaningful many of Jesus’ 
words and deeds. There is nothing 
“stuffy” about this fresh approach to a 
beloved theme. The author does not 
attempt to teach a lesson, but simply to 
describe the living experience of one 
who wanted to believe and who finally 
could say, “My Lord and My God.” 

Paul J. Renz 


Seven 


Hello! Happy New Year! We greet you gayly as befits 
the season even though our unruffled calm has been 
disturbed this morning and, like Bob Schmitt, President 
of the Chicago District of the Luther League of Illinois, 
and Editor-Publisher of its paper, CONTACT, we feel 
like administering a verbal spanking to the nearest Luther 
Leaguer. (Aside to Bob: We read your sheet even if your 
Leaguers do not! We are even going to quote from the 
September issue later in this “conversation”!) 


The Manager Sounds Off 

In a recent questionnaire designed to aid the Education 
Committee in its selection of topics and improvement of 
the whole Luther League program, it was suggested—in 
reply to a direct question—that the Luther League of 
America could assist the Leagues by giving them hints 
on activities to keep them busy, stimulated, and interested! 
Tsk! Tsk! That irks us and makes us wonder what we are 
doing here! For almost two years, THE SWAP SHOP 
has been doing just that—or so we thought! In fact that 
is why the place was established. Have we really been 
wasting our time and using our good 20-20 vision to no 
avail? Our pet peeve has always been the Leaguer who 
refuses to use the material published by the Luther League 
of America but who complains loudly that the topics are 
no good; that we have no pamphlets explaining this or 
that about Luther League work; that we give Leaguers 
too much material in the QUARTERLIES; that we do not 
give the Leaguers enough material in the QUARTERLIES 
(there really is a dispute about that!); that there is no 
variety in the programs—and so on far into the night. Yet 
when we pin some of these people down, they either have 
no constructive suggestions, or they admit that they have 
not seen the periodical or pamphlet which gives them the 
very information they desire! Do you wonder at our 
irritation? 

And the unkindest cut of all is the knowledge that some 
of our ministers have actually persuaded their young 
people to abandon their rich Lutheran heritage by substi- 
tuting other material regularly for our Luther League 
topics. Let’s be loyal to our Luther League program! 
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Are You Dissatisfied? 

A note to the dissatisfied: When a topic fails to arouse 
your enthusiasm, do not throw away the particular 
QUARTERLY—or THE REVIEW. Make a substitution. 
For instance, an article entitled Taz Bic YANKEE: EVANS 
Forpyce Cartson by Michael Blankfort in the October 
issue of READER’S SCOPE. It is the wonderful and 
heart-breaking story of the man who fought for democ- 
racy and for a democratic military; who believed in the 
dignity of man; who organized the famous Raider Bat- 
talion of Marines. (A hint for Educational Secretaries— 
keep a watchful eye on the things you read in newspapers 
and periodicals and recommend same to your Leaguers.) 

We have another suggestion for Educational Secretaries 
(Synodical and Conference ones) which came to us indi- 
rectly from Ohio. At first Church in Mansfield there is a 
three-in-one League organized according to the directions 
in the pamphlet How ro Orcanize a LurHer LEAcuE. 
The three groups have joint devotional meetings, separate 
discussion groups, and conduct some of their business 
both ways. On large projects they work together. Now 
perhaps it would put more life into your Handbook—and 
into your job!—to note on each pamphlet (or on a sepa- 
rate page) such examples of putting our Luther League 
program to work. 

And here’s an idea for Missionary Day which comes 
from the Luther League of Illinois. Send a letter, together 
with the program, clip-sheet and poster, to each League 
in your area. (Illinois did it for Youth Sunday, but it 
is applicable to Missionary Day, too.) Never has the 
Luther League needed so desperately to establish and/or 
strengthen its beachheads of Christian teachings as it does 
now. (See THE REVIEW for May 1947 for some of the 
reasons, and THE REVIEW for September and December 
1947 for more facts related to our current missionary ~ 
project.) 

A thought in connection with this project from CON- 
TACT’S “Norres AND NONSENSE”: 


“It’s not what you’d do with a million, 
If riches should e’er be your lot; 
But what are you doing at present 
With the dollar ’n a half that you've got!” 


Want to Exchange Synodical Papers? 

Although we cull ideas from synodical, state, conference 
and district papers here in THE SHOP (as you can plainly 
see!), we may miss something that is particularly suited 
to your situation. Now hear this. (Our favorite assistant 
in THE SWAP SHOP was a Navy man! If you are 
interested in swapping papers with other Synods or Con- 
ferences (or States or Districts), write to us and we will 
send you the names of the papers, together with the 
editor’s name and address, and you can exchange publi- 
cations. And ideas! (Thanks, Nancy Cauble, Kentucky- 
Tennessee Synod Luther League prexy, for this ideal) 

By the way, if you feel the need of inspiration, period, 
at this point, dig out your copy of the October issue of 
THE REVIEW and read again Wr Are Attve by Ralph 

(Continued on Page 24) 
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South Carolina Holds Second Synod-Wide 


Youth Rally 


Nearly 2,200 young people from the Lutheran churches 
of South Carolina gathered in the Township Auditorium, 
Columbia, S. C., Sunday afternoon, October 12, for the 
second annual state-wide Youth Rally. 

Highlighting the rally was the inspiring address on 
“Stir Up What You've Got,” made by the Rev. Frank K. 
Efird, youthful Roanoke, Virginia, pastor, who spoke in 
the lingo of the modern teen-ager and used vivid illustra- 
tions, at times humorous, which made his message seem 
very real to the youthful audience. He told the attentive 
mass of youth, “If you don’t have the courage to stand up 
for the hard right against the easy wrong, get out of the 
church and stay out. 

“Today there are two kinds of people in the church: 
those who are willing to do all the work, and those who 
are willing to let them do it. 

“Take this matter of giving. We Lutherans on that 
score are a bunch of tightwads. The average Lutheran 
gives a paltry $20 a year to the work of the Kingdom of 
God. Although we are the third largest Protestant denomi- 
nation in America, we rank fourteenth in per capita giving. 
We are going to have to shell out if we really do the job 
to which God is calling us today. People need to learn 
that the best investment in the world is not government 
bonds, but giving talent, time, and money to the work of 
God’s kingdom. 

“The average young person should give at least as much 


By Anna Margaret Lominick 


time to prayer as he spends daily over the comic books 
and newspapers. We need intelligent Christians in the 
church. Could you tell somebody what it means to be a 
Lutheran or how to become a Christian? You'll learn by 
doing, by keeping on in the practice of prayer and speak- 
ing and leading. 

“The hope of the world today is in Christian young 
people who stir up what they've got in the work of the 
Christian church.” 


After a fellowship supper, the theme of the rally, “O 
Christians. Leagued Together,” was depicted by a pan- 
tomime written and narrated by the Rev. Richard Fritz, of 
Columbia. It revealed vividly the various youth activities 
of the church: “We have chosen Christ, the better part,” 
the Sunday School; “We've given our allegiance,” the 
Confirmation groups; “To serve without surcease, the 
Luther League; “Souls to cheer with song,” the Youth 
Choirs; and “To battle for the right,” the Scouts. 

A mass chorus from Charleston, S. C., directed by W. 
Donald George, gave a beautiful musical program. 

The rally was closed with a brief devotional talk by the 
Rev. J. O. Kempson who challenged the youth to stir up 
their lives for Him and give their allegiance to Him. 

The Luther League of South Carolina is deeply thankful 
for-the enrichment it feels through participation in this 
wonderful Youth Rally! 


LEAGUES COMPLETE 
LORD’S ACRE PROJECTS 


By Morris Zumbrun 


Luther Leaguers of St. Luke’s Church, Feagaville, Maryland, at 
the scene of their 1947 Lord’s Acre Project. 
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Last spring two Luther Leagues in the Jefferson Parish 
of the Maryland Synod, Morris G. Zumbrun, Pastor, 
decided to undertake service projects which they called 
the Lord’s Acre. The young people of St. Paul’s secured 
three gardens in town, bought almost 500 pounds of 
potatoes and several sacks of fertilizer and went to work. 


_ The leaguers plowed and harrowed the ground, cut and 


planted the potatoes, cultivated and harvested the crop 
without any help from outside the group. A total of 3 
tons of potatoes was finally marketed for which the 
league was paid $96.00 The money was given to the 
Building Fund of the local church. 

The League of St. Luke’s Feagaville, carried out its 
project in much the same way. The leaguers planted 740 
pounds of potatoes in a field along the state highway and 
harvested 6500 pounds. The $155.00 received from the 
sale of the potatoes is being used to purchase a heifer for 
relief shipment to Europe. 

These projects offered fun and fellowship for all who 
participated as well as real opportunities for Christian 
Life Service, the Jefferson Parish Leaguers learned. They 
are sure that this is one way by which they can practice 
Christian stewardship. 
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® Between us and you are two very important Luther 
League meetings. That is, after we write these lines and 
before your copy of The Luther League Review reaches 
you, two important events will be history. First—the 
Annual Meeting of the Executive Committee of Tur 
Luruer LEAGUE OF AMERICA will have been held Novem- 
ber 25 and 26. Second, immediately following those ses- 
sions on November 26, 27, and 28 the First Conference 
of Presidents of State and Synodical Luther Leagues will 
have been held. 

We are thrilled with the prospect of the outcome of 
both of these meetings. The Executive Committee will 
have discussed such matters as: The Roanoke Convention 
—1949; the topics series for 1949; Youth Sunday—1948; 
Rallies for Intermediates; ways to improve our service 
to you in the local Luther League, and many other impor- 
tant items. Many of these subjects will have been dis- 
cussed again with the Presidents. 


¢ Every now and then your letters give us a “lift.” One 
this morning did that. It was from a synodical Luther 
League treasurer. She said in part—“I am enclosing a 
check for apportionment received the past week. I decided 
that the only way to urge the Leagues to pay up was to 
bill them. I was absolutely amazed to discover that it 
worked!” 

Actually that is the fact everywhere throughout the 
Luther League of America. Leaguers have manifested a 
readiness and a willingness to meet their financial obliga- 
tions once they knew what they were and that someone 
expects them to come through. If you do not believe they 
have been and are willing, look at this 


@ HONOR ROLL—APPORTIONMENT 1947 
as of November 15, 1947 


1. IMlinois 7. Virginia 

2. Central Pennsylvania 8. Manitoba 

3. Connecticut 9. Kentucky-Tennessee 
4. Nebraska 10. Southern California 
5. Midwest Il. Kansas 

6. 12: 


South Carolina New Jersey 


13. West Virginia 
If your Synodical or State Luther League is not listed 
above, you can help make the list longer by sending your 
League’s share of the apportionment to your treasurer at 
once. The time is getting short. Our books close Decem- 
ber 81. 


* Speaking about interesting items in letters we receive, 
we want to add a couple of notes which came to our 
attention recently. We are mighty proud of The Luther 
League Review. Sometimes we get discouraged when we 
realize how few of our own members are subscribing to 


Ten 


rom Us So 


ou 


this attractive publication. Then comes a letter with a 
statement like this, “We plan to send in more subscrip- 
tions later, but this is the best we can do at present. If 
every congregation in the ULCA secured as many sub- 
scriptions to The Review as Grace does, the circulation of 
this magazine would increase immeasurably. (We have 
only five active members in our Luther League.)” The 
order in this letter was for 5 subscriptions. 


¢ Then we like to see our other publications sell, too. 
Here is one from a pastor who writes us an encouraging 
note along this line. “We will now have your publications 
in all homes of our Intermediates and Seniors and trust 
that it will prove that an informed League is a growing 
and a living League.” 


® On to our goal of $25,000 for the China-Skeldon Fund. 

Sunday, January 25, is Misstonary Day in the Luther 
League. A special Service has been prepared for use on 
that day. Order your supplies early. At that service an 
offering is to be received and forwarded to us through the 
regular channeles. 

We have listed below the total amount each Synodical 
or State League is asked to contribute and the amount 
thus far contributed. 


CHINA-SKELDON MISSIONARY PROJECT 


3 year quota Total 
1947-1949 Paid to Nov. 15. 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA $ 135.00 $ 105.00 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 300.00 100.00 
CANADA 1,290.00 458.00 
COLUMBIA DISTRICT 135.00 

CONNECTICUT 135.00 35.10 
FLORIDA 165.00 82.44 
GEORGIA-ALABAMA 375.00 82.92 
ILLINOIS 945.00 1,042.70 
INDIANA 570.00 311.68 
IOWA 825.00 137.50 
KANSAS 390.00 63.51 
KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE 345.00 115.00 
MANITOBA 120.00 76.86 
MARYLAND 1,350.00 456.34 
MICHIGAN 480.00 269.41 
MIDWEST 630.00 213.58 
MINNESOTA 600.00 101.36 
MISSISSIPPI 75.00 13.30 
MONTANA 60.00 

NEBRASKA 375.00 227.68 
NEW JERSEY 780.00 390.10 
NEW YORK 1,575.00 582.38 
NORTH CAROLINA 3,000.00 1,105.94 
NOVA SCOTIA 115.00 

OHIO 2,100.00 489.42 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST 135.00 

CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA 1,500.00 755.75 
MINISTERIUM 4,200.00 607.06 
PITTSBURGH 1,560.00 101.05 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN 120.00 47.00 
SOUTH CAROLINA 1,350.00 482.13 
TEXAS 360.00 225.53 
VIRGINIA 1,035.00 57.24 
WEST VIRGINIA 225.00 76.34 
WISCONSIN 540.00 160.00 


Total paid $8,972.62 
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It is appropriate that in the Christmas 
Season we should think also of Mary and 
Joseph, for they played such an impor- 
tant part in the events of the First 
Christmas. Our puzzle concentrates on 
them this time, All Bible references are 
to the Gospel according to St. Matthew 
or the Gospel according to St. Luke. 


This Bible cross-word puzzle is solved 
just like any other cross-word puzzle. 
Take the clues one by one according to 
their number, fill in the missing word, 
write it in the proper space. When you 
have completed: the puzzle, or have done 
all that you could, turn to another page 
of this magazine for the correct answer 
and check your work. ; 


For the sake of those of you who were 
kind enough to write and tell us of your 
interest in the Bible cross-word puzzles, 
the editor plans to continue them in 
1948. We also hope that many more use 
and enjoy them than wrote the editor. 


ACROSS 
1 “And she brought forth her first-born 
eee Luke oid 
3“... art thou among women” Luke 
1:28 


8 East Indies (abbr. ) 

9 “the angel of the Lord appeareth . . . 
Joseph in a dream” Matt. 2:13 
Exclamation of surprise 

Train (mil. abbr.) 


15 “. . . of Egypt have I called my son” 
Matt. 2:15 
17 “they understood not the saying 


which . . 
2:50 
18 See 33 down 
Compass point 
“and go into the.. . 
2:20 
River in Italy 
Small child 
Self 
Sandler: 
Poa 
“take the young child and his. . . 
Matt. 2:18 
The (Fr.) 
Organ of sight 
You and I 
85 “. .. not, Mary: for thou hast found 
favour with God” Luke 1:30 
“be it unto . . . according to thy 
word” Luke 1:38 
“he saith unto his mother, .. . 
hold thy son” John 19:26 
General Staff Corps (abbr. ) 
“he turned aside into the . . 
Galilee” Matt. 2:22 
“they returned into Galilee, to their 
own ... Nazareth” Luke 2:39 
Lawrence (abbr. ) 
Well-kept 
Same as 23 across 
“And was there until the . . . of 
Herod” Matt. 2:15 


. spake unto them” Luke 


of Israel” Matt. 


. him in a manger” Luke 


2» 


, be- 


sof 
43 
44 
45 
47 
49 
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Usihl. 
(Raat Word 


eee 


By LUCILE 
PETTIGREW 
JOHNSON 


“To be . . .ed with Mary his espoused 
wife” Luke 2:5 
“and dwelt in a city called .. .” 


Matt. 2:23 


DOWN 
“being warned . . . God in a dream” 
Matt. 2:22 
“unto the city of David, which is 
called . . .” Luke 2:4 
“because he was of the house and 
. of David” Luke 2:4 


SEBEN 
EaERE | 


Pa 
LAS 
. 


N 


IS 


NWN 
SESE 


“there . . . by the cross of Jesus his 
mother” John 19:25 

See 23 down 

Perform 

se . will seek the young child to 
destroy him” Matt. 2:13 

“Joseph also . . ..up from Galilee” 
Luke 2:4 

Creed, repeated at Sunday services in 
some churches 

Traffic Director (abbr. ) 

“and thou shalt call his . 
Matt. 1:21 

And not 

and 6 down “a sword shall... 
through thy own . . . also” Luke 
2:35 

Exclamation of regret 

“after three days they found him in 
the...” Luke 2:46 

“A pair of turtledoves, or . . 
pigeons” Luke 2:24 

and 18 across “when he was twelve 

S..., they went up to Jeru- 

salem” Luke 2:42 

“and flee into...” Matt. 2:18 

Weight (abbr. ) 

Sharp 

“took the young child and his mother 
by .. ., and departed” Matt. 2:14 

Ocean 

Spoil 

On account ( abbr.) 

Doctor of Zoology (abbr. ) 


. . JESUS” 


. young 


“And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for 
he shall save his people from their sins.”—Matt. 1:21. 
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@ NOVA SCOTIA 
The second annual convention of the 


Luther League of Nova Scotia was held | 


at St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, Rose 


Bay, September 1. Members of the seven | 


Leagues were present. 

The convention opened with devo- 
tions in charge of the local pastor, Rev. 
Armold L. Conrad. He challenged those 
present “to become youth for the King- 
dom.” 

During the business session the Consti- 
tution of this new Synodical League was 


adopted. The recommendation that this | 


group should apply for membership in 
the Luther League of America was unani- 
mously adopted. The synodical project 
for 1947-48 will be to raise $100 for 
equipment of the new camp of the Synod. 

At the closing service the address was 
presented by Rev. Joseph W. Frease, 
Executive Secretary and representative 
of the Luther League of America. Rev. 
C. H. Whitteker, president of the Synod 
installed the following officers: President, 


Mrs. Paul DeMone; Vice-president, Jean | 


Conrad; Secretary, Evelyn Creaser; 
Treasurer, Joan Franklyn; Educational 
Secretary, Bazil Crouse; Missionary Sec- 
retary, Joan Reid; Life Service Secretary, 
Gilbert Weirtzell and Promotional Sec- 
retary, Roseville Burgoyne. 


@ MIDWEST 

The 20th Annual Convention of the 
Luther League of the Midwest Synod 
was held at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, 
Creston, Nebraska. This was the 25th 
Anniversary of the Luther League at 
Creston. The theme “Saved to Serve” 
was developed in a helpful manner 
throughout the four days August 19-22 

Christian fellowship and entertainment 
in the park at Creston followed registra- 
tion. More than 250 persons from 40 
Leagues were in attendance. 

Rev. Walter Rowaldt was the keynote 
speaker at the opening session. Rev. 


Otto Spehr, Jr., was liturgist. Devotions | 


opened the business session Wednesday 
morning. Rev. Joseph W. Frease presented 


the work of the Luther League of Amer- | 


ica and commended the Leaguers for | 
their loyal support of the program. 


Twelve 


| 


SOME RECENT 
CONVENTIONS 


Dr. R. R. Belter, Burlington, Iowa, 
addressed the convention with a dynamic 
challenge. Dr. Belter said “I hope that | 
the Lord will hurt you and hurt you | 
badly in the next five years—comfort is a 
great detriment—to be hurt would make | 
better workers of you.” 

Practical League plans were presented 
in a series of discussion groups. 

Six new Leagues were received into 
membership. The League of St. Paul’s 
Church, Hooper won the banner for the 
second consecutive year. St. John’s, | 
Ridgely was awarded the Intermediate 
banner. 

Rev. Lorin Wolff, President of the 
Midwest Synod, addressed the closing 
session and installed the following off- 
cers: President, Clinton Von Seggern; 
Vice-president, Alex Wacker; Recording 
Secretary, Dorothy Daggerman; Corres- 
ponding Secretary, Anita Ritzen and 
Treasurer, Robert Ogan. 


@ NEBRASKA 

Miss Evelina Meyer, Scribner, was 
elected president of the Luther League | 
of Nebraska, which held its annual camp- 
convention the week of August 17-22 at 
Camp Sheldon, near Columbus. She suc- | 
ceeds Gerard Kern of Fremont. 

Other officers elected are Jo Ann Stor- 
johann, Scribner, Ist Vice-president; Lois 
Stigile, Hooper, 2nd Vice-president; Rob- 
ert Kocher, Omaha, 3rd_ Vice-president; 
Aletha Pflueger, Wayne, Recording Sec- 
retary; Dorothy Young, Omaha, Corres- 
ponding Secretary; and Gerard Kern, 
Treasurer. Rev. John Jacobs of Scribner 
was elected pastoral advisor. 

The treasurer's report revealed that 
the apportionment had been oversub- 
scribed, and the China-Skeldon Mission- 
ary project for 1948 was given a good | 
start by an offering of $50 received at | 
camp. The mission project for this year 
was oversubscribed $100. j 

A highlight of the Life Service Forum 
held on Wednesday night was an address | 
by Sister Sophie Damme of the Bal- 
timore Motherhouse, and formerly of 
Wayne. A singspiration directed by Rev. 
W. F. Most, Omaha, and a religious film | 
featured each night’s program. Bible | 


| Be His Friend,” 


News 


study, a kangaroo court, choir rehearsal, 
athletics, swimming and canoeing was 
the fare for each day. 

Rev. Joseph W. Frease, Executive Sec- 
retary of the Luther League of America 
was the representative of that body. 

Enrollment at the camp stood at 146 


_ Luther League boys and girls and their 
| pastors, representing 23 churches and 


congregations from over the state. 


@ NORTH CAROLINA 
With only five days notice, Holy Trin- 


| ity, Hickory, entertained the twenty-sixth 


annual convention of the Luther League 
of North Carolina, August 6-8. 176 dele- 
gates attended. 

A mild epidemic of polio in Alber- 
marle, where the convention was sched- 
uled to be held, caused the transfer of 
“convention site’ less than one week 
from the opening day. 

The convention theme was “The Mas- 
ter Calls Me.” The Reverend Henry V. 


| Kahlenberg, of St. Petersburg, Fla., was 


the principal speaker. His three subjects — 
were: “The Master Calls Me to Think 
His Thoughts,” “The Master Calls Me to 
and “The Master Calls 
Me to Spread His Gospel.” 

The Reverend R. F. Shelby, Jr., of 
Kannapolis, was convention chaplain. 
Robert Walker, Jr., of Raleigh, was solo- 
ist. The Reverend Joseph W. Frease, 
Executive Secretary of the Luther League 
of America, was the representative of 
the national organization. 

Miss Evelyn Troutman, of Hickory, 
was re-elected president of the State 
organization for 1947-48. Other officers 
re-elected were Alvin Kuhn, of Newton, 
vice-president; Miriam Horton, Salisbury, 
recording secretary; Mary Lee Leonard, 
Lincolnton, statistical secretary; Betty 
Scott Lentz, Salisbury, treasurer; and J. 
L. Norris Jr., archivist. 

The budget adopted by the conven- 
tion for the coming year amounts to 
$5,500. 

Treasurer Betty Scott Lentz reported 


“record” receipts for the year, totaling 
$12,386.74. Disbursements reached 
$10,175. 


St. Paul’s, Startown was awarded the 
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Notes 


FROM DIXIE 


TO NOVA SCOTIA 


plaque as the “outstanding Luther League 
of North Carolina for the year.” 

On Friday morning of the convention, 
Dr. Voigt R. Cromer, President of Synod, 
dedicated three new crosses on the North 
Carolina Life Service Flag. The crosses 
honor the following Luther Leaguers 
who have gone into full-time Christian 
service: The Reverend Harold G. Deal, 
Jr., Hickory; Dr. M. L. Stirewalt, Jr., 
Hickory; Mrs. Sterling Whitener (nee 
Barbara Brown), Salisbury. 

It was pointed out that the North 
Carolina Life Service Flag holds crosses 
for 137 Leaguers who entered the min- 
istry; 7 crosses for Leaguers who became 
missionaries; and 7 crosses for Leaguers 
who entered the diaconate. 

The last session was the annual ban- 
quet held in Lenior Rhyne College re- 
fectory. The Reverend Charles A. Phil- 
lips, of Salisbury, was the toastmaster 
and the Reverend Albert H. Keck, Jr., 
Lincolnton, was the banquet speaker. 

The male members of the executive 
committee staged a fashion show, with 
everything from wedding gowns to hats 
being modeled. 

It was announced at the banquet that 
Lenoir Rhyne College “footed the bill” 
for the banquet, and that the monies 
paid in for banquet tickets—amounting 
to over $500.00—would go to the support 
of a Chinese Lutheran Student, Miss 
Pauline Kao, who is expected to matricu- 
late at Lenoir Rhyne in the fall. She is 
the younger sister of Miss Charlotte Kao, 
graduate of Lenoir Rhyne in the class 
of 1941. 


@ NEW JERSEY 

The 52nd Annual Convention of the 
Luther League of New Jersey was held 
at the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Our Redeemer, Dumont, over Labor Day 
weekend August 30 to September 1. The 
Rev. Ivan L. Sterner, pastor of the local 
church, was Convention Chaplain; Chair- 
man of the Convention Committee was 
Carl Berkobin. The attendance at these 
conventions has been rising steadily. The 
registration showed an increase of about 
20% over last year’s with almost 300 
leaguers present at this convention. 
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The Convention was opened with Twi- 
light Devotions conducted by President 
Charles Stockfish. After a Fellowship 
Supper the Rev. Reginald Dietz, Editor 
of the Parish School Magazine, address- 
ing the group on the first phase of the 
Convention theme—“The Peace of God— 
Through the Family,” stressed that we 
must build our homes on more than ma- 
terial things. There must be unity and 
true appreciation of each other’s inter- 
ests. Following this, skits were presented 
by the District and refreshments and 
recreation were enjoyed by all. 

Sunday morning many of the Leaguers 
attended Sunday School at which Miss 
Anna Jon of the faculty of the Andhra 
College in India presented an inside pic- 
ture of her country. The second phase 
of the Convention theme “The Peace of 
God—Between the Races” was presented 
at the communion service by the Rev. 
Rufus Cornelsen, pastor of Emanuel, 
New Brunswick. He pointed out that 
some of the prejudice against the colored 
race originated in the church and it is 
our responsibility to help break down 
this prejudice. 

After dinner the annual snake walk 
was lead to the site of the Convention 
picture. Human relations forums in the 
afternoon were lead on Social Relations 
by Rev. Cornelsen and on Family Rela- 
tions by the Rev. Carl Berkobin, pastor 
of Holy Trinity, Nutley, for leaguers up 
through 17 years of age and by Rev. E. 
C. Kreider, Home Missions Superintend- 
ent of the New York Synod, for leaguers 
18 years and over. In the evening, fol- 
lowing a picnic supper served on the 
church lawn, the Rev. Cyril A. Lucas, 
Pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
New York City, gave us the Negro side 
of the race problem. 

At the business sessions on Monday 
plans were made to complete the mis- 
sionary project by the end of 1948 in 
order that a separate project might be 
undertaken by the Luther League of 
New Jersey for 1949. The Intermediate 
banner was presented to Christ Union, 
with Zion, Rahway, a close runner-up. 
The Twelve Point awards went to St. 
Paul’s, Teaneck, Seniors, and St. John’s, 


Union City, Young Peoples. The offi- 
cers elected were: President, Carl Ber- 
kobin, Nutley; Vice-President, Henry F. 
Danker, Neptune; Corresponding Secre- 
tary, Emma Schaeffer, Jersey City; Re- 
cording Secretary, Frances Quarrell, Un- 
ion City; Treasurer, Ted Shea, Ramsey. 
President Berkobin appointed the fol- 
lowing secretaries: Education, Edward 
A. Kruse, Bogota; Missionary, Ruth C. 
Vogel, Nutley; Life Service, Doris J. 
Fasnacht, Englewood; Intermediate, 
Katherine Hildebrandt, Hackensack; Ex- 
tension, Arthur E. Parseghian, Jersey 
City; Twelve Point Program, Irma Weg- 
ner, New Brunswick; “Mosquito” Editor 
and Publicity, Matilda Heisch, Rahway. 

Following the banquet on Monday 
evening at which Alvin Schaediger was 
toastmaster, the final phase of the theme 
“The Peace of God—Among the Nations” 
was presented by the Rev. Harold A. 
Haas, pastor of St. Paul’s, Linden, who 
has recently returned from the Lutheran 
World Federation sessions in Lund, Swe- 
den, and the World Conference of Chris- 
tian Youth in Oslo, ‘Norway. Pastor 
Haas said that another war is not in- 
evitable; it depends on the choices we 
make. “But there are in Europe move- 
ments of Christian vitality today and 
therein lies the hope of the world.” After 
this the newly elected and appointed 
officers were installed by Dr. Paul C. 
White, Executive Secretary of the New 
York Synod, with an impressive candle- 
light service. After lighting the candles 
from the altar the executives proceeded 
to the church lawn, followed by the 
leaguers. A large circle was formed and 
the candles held by the leaguers were lit 
by those who will direct their activities 
for the coming year. Following a few 
minutes of prayer and silence the 
leaguers returned to their churches re- 
solved to make their local units 100% 
leagues and to return to their commu- 
nities striving by their consecrated liy- 
ing to secure “The Peace of God Through 
the Home, Between the Races, and 
Among the Nations.” 


Convention pictures in an_ interesting 


array will be used in our February issue. 
Watch out for them! 


Thirteen 


Luke Writes the Christmas Story 


Editor's Note 

This is additional material for those wishing to have a dif- 
ferent type of presentation in their Young Adult meeting during 
December. The December issue of The Luther League Review 
carried a dialogue for suggested use. The regular re-print also 
carried the same dialogue. 


The giving and receiving of gifts at Christmastime are 
traditional in most Christian lands. In some areas it has 
taken on the aspects of “big business”; commercialism has 
all but submerged the true conception of the Giver and 
the Gift. 

In this mad scramble to purchase the required presents, 
the selection of the objects, the wrapping and distribution, 
as well as the final balancing of our budgets with the close 
of the year, the average individual has very little time to 
think about the religious significance of Christmas. To be 
true, there are the special services of the church: the 
midnight candlelight or the early morning, besides the 
children’s programs. But even these are colored by the 
commercialisms and the rush, so that the worshipers and 
the participants are left with a sense of exhaustion. Christ- 
mas is generally known as an extremely busy season. And 
there are many who are happy when it is over. 


The Giver 

In the record of Christ’s birth, given to us in the second 
chapter of Luke, one notes many similar conditions. 
Among the hundreds crowding the little City of Beth- 
lehem, the attention is focused not upon God, but upon 
the many earthly demands and pleasures that pressed in 
from every angle. 

When the Lord and Giver of all that is good was 
seeking to express the fullness of His love in the sending 
of His only begotten Son, men were too busy to hear Him. 
From the dawn of creation until that hour prophecy had 
pointed. It was the moment to which all creation moved, 
the great divine event. And yet the world was too busy 
to receive Him. 

Attention 

In a very real sense the Lord continues to seek His 
people and pour out His love in the gift of His Son. 
Even as the angelic choir sang over the Judaean hills, 
God is, in a thousand tongues through millions of choirs, 
seeking to bring to the attention of such a busy and 
chaotic world the wonderous gift of His love, the one and 
only Saviour, Jesus the Christ. Few there are who expect 
to hear Him and fewer still who expect that it is He that 
can save them. There is such a mad scramble for other 
saviours, for other gods, for other things, for other nos- 
trums. God cannot be heard because men are not listen- 
ing, men are not paying attention; they do not expect 
actually to hear Him speak. 


Fourteen 


By James P. Beasom, Jr. 


The Preacher 

The Gospel records that there were some shepherds 
who were listening and who did hear the magnificent 
choir from heaven as it sang its gloria over the Judaean 
hills. And as they listened, they heard an angel, a 
preacher sent by God, a messenger, preach unto them the 
wonderous truth of the birth of Jesus. 

Even as the Lord sent his messenger to bring the glad 
tidings, as the gospel teaches, He has called His servants, 
prepared them through years of direction and education, 
and has sent them out into the world to deliver the good 
news of Jesus. It may be true that among the vast throngs 
of the celebrants of Christmas that a few may be able, in 
spite of their exhaustion and in spite of the worldly de- 
mands, to hear God speak through His servants, and may 
hear His glorious song by divinely prepared choirs of 
His people. But will they believe that it is God speaking 
and not just a pastor or a minister reading that which he 
alone has prepared? Will they believe that God is actually 
talking to them, and that He is assuring them of the gift 
of His love? Will they know that they are saved because 
He has sent His Son, and that they have believed on Him 
whom He has given? 

Once more we turn to the scriptures and we find that 
the sermon from heaven fell upon rich soil in the souls of 
the shepherds. They were listening; they heard Him 
speak and they believed His word, and they began to say 
one to another, “Let us go and see.” 


Followers 

Even though there are among the few who hear God 
speak and who believe that it is He that speaks, there 
are fewer still who will do what He tells them to do. They 
are hearers only and not doers of the Word. They are 
uplifted and inspired by what they have heard; they have 
a sense of overwhelming goodness about them; their 
emotions have been stirred, and yet they will not follow 
Him. All that has gone into the making of them aware 
of His presence: the church building, the altar, the cross, 
the choir, the Holy Scriptures, the preacher, have been 
lost as soon as the service is over, for the world has again 
submerged Him. Some of this has been done in criticism 
of the preacher, the choir, the church. Some has been the 
result of ridicule or open condemnation, culminating in 
His crucifixion anew. Some has just resulted from the 
cares of this life. These are glad that Christmas is over 
and that they can once more settle back in their worldly 
routines without Jesus. 


They Saw Him 
The lesson tells us that these shepherds, having heard 


(Continued on Page 24) 
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for young aul 


ON THE WORLD FRONTIER 


By FRED J. FIEDLER, D.D. 
New York, N.Y. 


DISCUSSION PATTERN 


WHY? To make us aware of the imminent need of 
giving the world the one gift which will transform men 
and save the nations from disaster. To realize that the 
same Gospel which will change the world will also 


change us individually—if we want it to. 


HOW? Discuss and debate some of the questions 
suggested. Seek to have an exchange of observations 
which those present have made of the effect of Christian 


attitudes and Christian conduct either in themselves or 
in others. 


THEN: Sponsor a showing for all the congregation of 
the film “Beyond Our Own,” professionally produced, a 
picture on world evangelism, obtainable through the 
Board of Foreign Missions. To follow up an interest in 
the world frontier secure each month from the Board of 
Foreign Missions a copy of a brief news letter giving 
items of note from here and there. 


@ WHAT DO YOU THINK? 


1. By reason of rapid transportation and quick communi- 
cation, the world is shrinking into a close neighborhood. 
What does this imply as to the necessity for making the 
world Christian? 


2. The old faith in Japan has been shattered. What hap- 
pens when people’s faith is lost? What opportunities does 
this give for subversive elements to enter and misguide the 
people? What are some of those elements against which 
people should be protected? What can the church do to 
save Japan from being misguided today? 


3. What is the attitude of young people in America toward 
the Japanese? If needed, what arguments or evidence 
can be offered for generous help from Americans to Japa- 
nese today: in food, in education, in religion? 


4, What illustrations are you able to find of the difference 
between Japanese soldiers and Christian-Japanese soldiers? 
What did the Christians in Japan suffer in the days of the 
war? What do the cases we hear of today show us as to 
the possibilities open now for Japan’s future? 


5. What is your reaction to the newspaper accounts of 
the killing of Indians by their fellow Indians: Moslems 
against Hindus; Hindus against Moslems? 


6. “Persecution is good for Christians. It will purify the 
Church. It will call forth the kind of Christian witnesses 
which will arouse interest in the Church and respect for 
it.” This is a statement of an Indian Christian. What do 
you think of this statement in the light of history and in 
the light of the present state of the Church in India? 
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7. We ought to give all possible aid to China in her strug- 
gle today. China is filled with corruption and treachery 
so we should leave her to purge herself without our 
helping or hindering. Debate these two statements. 


8. There is only one true missionary work and that is the 
straight preaching of the Gospel. All other kinds of effort 
such as education, medical work, rehabilitation service, 
etc., are outside the realm of Christ’s command to preach 
the Gospel to all creatures. Discuss this. 


9. Why should Christian missionaries go to the work of 
reducing a native language to writing? 


10. What dangers are people made subject to when they 
suddenly in large numbers become able to read. In this 
situation what is the Church’s obligation to them. 


11. (a) South America is not a field for missionaries 
because .... (b) South America is in greatest need of the 
work of Christian missionaries because... . (Fill in your 
ideas.) 


12. The Gospel has power to change people. What are 
the changes which the Gospel causes in a person, in a 
community, in a nation? 


@ PERSONAL PERSUASIONS TO BE SHARED 


1. If our Christian Faith is to have any real meaning at 
all for individuals, there must be a desire to share its value 
with others. Estimate the meaning of this for yourself. 


2. “My religion is the best part of what I have to give to 
the Chacos. I am a male nurse and a preacher of the 
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Gospel which I regard as a wonderful gift of God. I 
believe it is needed to bring abundant life to the Indians 
of South America.” This is a missionary’s statement. 
Indicate what meaning this might have for your own 
personal life. 


3. A man becoming a Christian in a faraway part of the 
world changes his habits and ways of life so that he 
becomes a different person. Indicate how this same 
procedure must be true in your personal life in view of 
the fact that you belong to Christ? 


4, Write out your own understanding of the meaning of 
evangelism and see how far you call yourself evangelized. 


5. Prayer gives one the power to follow Christ. Examine 
this in relation to your own life. 


@ PROJECTS TO BE UNDERTAKEN 


I. Invite a guest who is from another part of the world, 
if such a person is available, to speak briefly about Chris- 
tianity as he sees it in his country. 


2. Prepare a list of the foreign mission operations carried 
on by our own United Lutheran Church and give a sketch 
of each in three or four brief statements. 


3. Gather samples of Foreign Missionary Magazines and 
pick out for presentation at your meeting one or two brief 
stories on evangelistic work. 


4, Make up a list of significant names of persons, living 
or dead, closely associated with world evangelism. 


5. Secure as a guest of your meeting a missionary, or 
some one born in a missionary family, who might be able 
to tell some first hand experiences with the world frontiers 
of Christianity. 


@ BOOKS FOR FURTHER READING OR STUDY 


All except last item are available through The Women’s 
Missionary Society, 1228 Spruce St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Committed Unto Us Willis Lamott Paper $1.00 


World Christianity: Yesterday, Henry P. VanDusen “ 1.00 
Today, and Tomorrow 
The Way of the Witness: A Edward Shillito oe 75 
New Testament Study in 
Missionary Motive 
For All of Life Wm. H. and Charlotte 
V. Wiser “S 50 
The Kingdom without Frontiers: Hugh Martin By att: 
The Witness of the Bible to the 
Missionary Purpose of God 
Craftsmen All Edward Shillito “s 20 
Faith Triumphant in the Philippines E. K. Higdon os 25 
The Chinese Church Rides the Storm R. Orlando Jolliffe <2 25 
New World Ahead David D. Baker so Atte} 
Great Is the Company Violet Wood os B74) 
That All May Know ‘ ss sis Mo 
There’s a Job for You Ruth Ransom es .25 


Lutheran Global Missions Free from Board of Foreign 
/ Missions, 231 Madison Ave., 


New York 16, N.Y. 
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Book-Of-The-Month Club 


Selections for January 


For Intermediates 


TWICE BESIEGED 


By Edouard Sandoz 


Oxford $2.50 


Philip of Clareville, a penniless orphan, is stranded near 
Antioch in 1097 as that city was besieged. Philip, finding no 
better recourse, offered himself to Lord Bohemund, the leader 
of the Franks. He was accepted. His fate depended upon 
what happened in this siege. This young sixteen-year-old 
warrior became instrumental in capturing Antioch. 

Young readers will be absorbed by the adventure and 
excitement of Philip’s experiences and, through his experiences, 
will learn in an interesting way important facts from that 
period of the world’s history. 

This is a story of the Crusaders. 


For Seniors 


LUKE'S QUEST 


By Caroline Dale Snedeker 


Doubleday $2.00 


Having befriended Damaris in the hour of her brother's 
death led Luke to leave the temple of Aesculapius and return 
to his home in Athens. From there he travelled far and wide 
to really find himself. He met Paul and found Jesus. Damaris, 
now a servant in his mother’s home, also became a Christian 
and persuaded this young man to record the stories which 
others told of Jesus, whom they had actually seen. So a 
romantic story is unfolded in this legend of how we have the 
Gospel according to Luke. 

Truly a fine book. 


For Young People 
PREFACE TO ETHICAL LIVING 


By Robert E. Fitch 
$1.25 


Association Press 


Another Haddam House book. 

This one written by the son and grandson of American 
missionaries to China who later became a Navy Chaplain in 
World War II. Out of his total experience he writes a striking 
statement on ethical living for the present generation. This 
book not only makes fine reading, but it also has many possi- 
bilities for the basis of friendly discussions of this very timely 
topic. The book points out some of our present strength and 
weakness as individuals and as a nation and our relationship 
to the total world situation. 


= SSeS SS Se SS eg S< Se Sse > <a —= SS 
S FS — OSS SSR SS = 


' 
j 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


i 
th 


‘\ 
) 


JANUARY 
World Evangelism 


® 4—Those Resolutions I Made 
I Corinthians 2:1, 2 
11—“Christ for the World We Sing” 
Mark 16:15, 16 
18—“Lord, Send Them Out”. . 
Mark 3:13-15 


*25—Missionary Day 


. Who? 


But! 


These topics for Young People may be used at any time, but they are 
suggested for use in January when the whole Church is thinking of World 


Missions in the Epiphany Season. 


*These are special topics of seasonal significance. 


Order the special program for Missionary Day now! 


THOSE RESOLUTIONS | MADE 


| Corinthians 2:1, 2 


By REV. THEODORE A. YOUNGQUIST, Sacramento, Calif. 


® METHOD 


Topic presentation followed by group dis- 
cussion. 


@ PROGRAM 

Hymn: “Our God, Our Help in Ages Past” 
(352, PSH) 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 85 

The Gloria Patri 

Prayer (if possible use Prayer number 3, Page 
23, PSH, concerning grace to live in the 
New Year) 

Scripture: I Corinthians 2:1-5 

Hymn: “Awake, My Soul, 
Nerve” (286, PSH) 

Topic and Discussion: 

Offering: 

Hymn: 
PSH) 

Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer. 


Stretch Every 


“Another Year Is Dawning” (851, 


@ THE TOPIC 

To celebrate the New Year without 
making any New Year’s resolutions, is 
like haying a Luther League meeting 
without a program. It is incomplete! 
New Year’s resolutions have grown from 
‘the idea that one starts life over at the 
beginning of another year. The thought 
of a clean slate is always a bit comfort- 
ing. The statement of turning over a 
new leaf brings us joy, not always be- 
cause of the past, but in the thought of 
better things ahead. That which is past 
is usually minimized or even forgotten 
and our thoughts are geared to thinking 
of the things of the future and how much 
our behavior will shape those events. 

Too often resolutions are thought of 
in secular terms and we must ask: what 
is the value of New Year’s resolutions, 
why should we continue with them? As 
Christians we understand more fully than 
others, the real nature of human life as 
it relates to our shortcomings. One of 
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the fundamental tenents of Christianity 
is the knowledge and recognition of sin. 
For those who believe, the message of 
salvation is release from the hold of sin 
through the death and resurrection of 
our Lord. 

New Year’s resolutions are no excuse 
for Christian faith. Their principle is the 
understanding that many of the things 
which we did last year, many of our 
conscious habits are not the things they 
should be, and in our desire to change 
them, we resolve that in the New Year, 
this or that will be different from the 
way of the past. The value then of these 
resolutions lies in our recognition of 
things that are wrong and our desire to 
change them. The Apostle Paul, writing 
in the seventh chapter of Romans cer- 
tainly brings to us this thought. The 
value does not lie in our thinking that 
of ourselves, and by our own will our 
lives can be made perfect after several 
years of successfully carrying out New 
Year’s resolutions. 

We should continue to make resolu- 
tions as long as they help us in striving 
for a better Christian way of life, and 
so long as we make resolutions which are 
worthy of our time and efforts. Several 
days have passed since the actual cele- 
bration of New Year’s. This is the time 
to examine the resolutions we have made 
to see if they have any real value for 
our life. Resolutions we make will prob- 
ably be concerned with our personal life 
and our behaviour. However they would 
seem to fall into two categories. 

The first group would be those which 
affect only us. By that we mean that we 
are the ones concerned with the outcome 


of making the resolution. Perhaps a per- 
son resolves to be more diligent in his or 
her Bible reading. Although it will 
normally have an effect on other people 
as our life is enriched, the immediate 
result is to help us as individuals. If on 
the other hand one resolves not to gos- 
sip or say anything detrimental about any- 
one else the result will be to discipline 
ourselves and help us, but the immediate 
response will be in helping others, by 
being considerate of them and _ their 
character. If we make resolutions we 
should examine them in light of these 
two categories to see how much we are 
thinking only of ourselves, or whether 
we have considered others in trying to 
live a better life. 

A discussion of this kind at Luther 
League is not complete unless we see 
the value of these things for our own 
spiritual growth. Without getting deeply 
involved in theology, we must review 
some of the basic things we learned at 
the time of confirmation. 

First, we are saved by faith. Salva- 
tion comes not by what we do, but by 
our belief and faith in our Lord and 
His life. Santification comes by the Holy 
Spirit through the Word and the Sacra- 
ments. This is important as we think 
about resolutions concerning our spirit- 
ual life. St. Paul admonishes us to “grow 
in grace and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” We 
cannot make a resolution to be saved. 
But we can make a resolution, that being 
a Christian, our faith can grow and in- 
crease by our constant activity and help. 
It is at this point that New Year's reso- 
lutions properly made and carried out 
can be a great source of help and 
strength in our spiritual life. 

In this light we should think of some 
of the things which we might resolve to 
help us grow spiritually. Did you ever 
think of making a resolution to attend 
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church services more regularly? We have 
already mentioned the possibility of a 
determined effort to read God’s word 
more fully. How about a real try at 
improving our prayer life? This can be 
done by better habits of prayer times, by 
definite things and people for which to 
pray, and by a spirit of communion with 
God as we pray. These are just a few of 
the things helpful in making resolutions 
which will deepen our lives and help us 
live as better Christians. 

One method of determining our growth 
is to write down in some permanent 
place the resolutions which we make 
from year to year. Then see how many 
of the resolutions must be repeated be- 
cause of failure to carry them out. Can 
you remember the things you determined 
to do at the beginning of last year, 1947? 
Were you faithful to any of those state- 
ments? 

Some people are capable of getting 
all fired up at the beginning of a year 
and want to do many things and change 
many of their ways. Each year they 
want to completely change their ideas, 
habits and actions under the influence of 
New Year’s resolutions. It is much bet- 
ter for us to make one or two good, 
serious resolutions which will weigh 
heavily upon our heart and mind from 
day to day, and then proceed to strive 
with God’s help to grow in Christian 
faith and love. 

Yes, New Year's resolutions have their 
place. They should not be just spur of 
the moment thoughts or statements made 
under the impulse of a party celebration. 
They can mean much to us Christians 
when they become a sober reflection of 
our life activities, and when we see 
through them our life made more useful 
to God because we have carried them 
out. 


® DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. Is New Year’s day the only time to make 
resolutions? Why? 

2. Make a list of possible resolutions asking 
the following questions: 

(a) Does the resolution benefit only myself? 
(b) Does the resolution help my spiritual 
growth? 

(c) Does it consider the welfare of others? 

3. Is it possible for a Luther League to make 
a resolution for its betterment? Name some 
such possible resolutions. 

4. Discuss the value of considering each com- 
munion service, especially the Order for 
Public Confession and the questions thereof 
(C.S.B. p. 242) in light of Christian reso- 
lutions. 


@ BIBLE THOUGHTS FOR THE NEW YEAR 
Philippians 3:12-16. The person who lives in 
the past is a person who is dead to the future. 
Some people live in the past in a bragging and 
wishful way, but Christian youth should strive 
for the goal of complete Christian living as 
outlined here by St. Paul. 
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II Chronicles 2:1-4. The determination with 
which Solomon set about to build the house of 
Jehovah is a determination well worth remem- 
bering in relation to New Year’s resolutions. 
Any person convinced of God’s love and good- 
ness should be constantly on the alert to find 
ways of working harder, helping advance His 
kingdom. 


I Samuel 20:32-34. The evil which men do is 
often more determined than the good which a 
few Christians half-heartedly decide to carry 
out. Saul’s evil determination to get rid of 
David was a premeditated idea of evil. Think 
what good could come if Christians were just 
as determined for the things of Christ’s king- 
dom. 


Luke 16:1-9. Jesus’ parable of the unright- 
eous steward is one of the hardest for many 
Christians to understand. This steward had 
resolved his action in order to protect himself 
and not be a complete failure. Christ does not 
commend his evil action of cheating, but rather 
his means and determination and foresight 
under those conditions. Again it behooves us 
to use and work with the best that the world 
has in order to gain the most for our Lord. 


Luke 9:51-56. The finest example of a resolved 
will was that of our Lord during the last por- 
tion of His ministry. He understood what His 


mission was, and what was necessary to fulfill 
that mission. It was under this conviction that 
he “stedfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem.” 
The rest of the book of Luke is used in show- 
ing the carrying out of that will. This is the 
finest example of what can be done in a Chris- 
tian way. 


Acts 3:12-18. The preaching of Peter to the 
gathered multitude contains some examples of 
the results of determined people and _ their 
activities. Under the influence of the mob 
gathered at Jesus’ trial, the Jews set their mind 
on crucifying Jesus. We are told that in con- 
trast Pilate “had determined to release Him.” 
Many of our resolutions are like Pilate’s. The 
moment we are challenged we agree to give 
in because our convictions are not strong 
enough. 


Luke 13:6-9. The parables of our Lord are 
some of the finest sources of material to guide 
our lives. In this particular case we find the 
parable relating to the lives of individuals as 
they outwardly showed signs of bearing fruit, 
but inwardly did not produce. In this relation 
we must see our New Year’s resolutions as 
activities which can be profitable throughout 
the years, if they are carried out. Also notice 
the comparison between this parable and peo- 
ple who make the same resolutions year after 
year. 


WORLD EVANGELISM: "CHRIST FOR THE WORLD 


WE SING"... BUT! 


Mark 16:15, 16 
By REV. PAUL H. GLEICHMAN, Bristol, Pa. 


® SUGGESTIONS TO LEADER 


Announcement of topic: As indicated in The 
Program, give prominence to the topic itself, 
in a few words of explanation, at the very 
beginning. This will help to establish the 
atmosphere of your meeting and give unity to 
the various parts of the program. 

The ‘‘force” of the topic can be emphasized 
by taking an example from another hymn, such 
as the familiar hymn of consecration: “Take 
my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to 
Thee.” How frequently we sing: “take my 
silver and my gold, not a mite would I with- 


hold”—but! Do we really mean it? In the 
same way: “Christ for the World’ we sing— 
BUT! 


Presentation of topic: It may prove useful to 
read the hymn, at the place appointed, with 
the group following in their hymnbooks. The 
singing of the hymn may be reserved for the 
close of the meeting. Although the topic is 
not a hymn-study, the topic itself originates in 
the hymn, and thus the hymn provides a fitting 
background for the meeting. 


® THE PROGRAM 

Prayer: “Enlighten our minds, we beseech Thee, 
O God, by the Spirit Who proceedeth from 
Thee; that, as Thy Son hath promised, we 
may be led into all truth; through the same 
Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. Amen.” 

(CSB, “Collects and Prayers,” No. 9) 

Announcement of Topic 

Hymn: “The Moming Light Is Breaking” (PSH 
170) 

The Lesson: Mark 16:15, 16 

Prayer: “O God, Who hast made of one blood 
all nations of men to dwell on the face of the 
whole earth, and didst send Thy blessed Son 
to preach to them that are far off and to 
them that are nigh: Grant that the message of 
the Gospel may be carried into all the world 
so that all nations and peoples and kindreds 
and tongues may be brought to the Great 
Shepherd and united in His fold; through the 
same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.’ (PSH, 
page 26, No. 19) 


Hymn: “‘O Zion, Haste” (PSH 160) 

Presentation of topic: 

. The method and purpose 

Hymn-reading: “Christ for the World 

We Sing” (PSH 164) 

. Development of the topic 

. Questions for discussion 

“The ever-present tension” 

: “Christ for the World We Sing” (PSH 
164; Second Tune, CSB 218) J 

Offertory and Offering 

Prayer, Lord’s Prayer 

Benediction and Postlude 


q 
Boe te 


@ THE TOPIC 

In the consideration of this topic, the 
first in a series of four on “World Evange- 
lism,” an effort will be made to accom- 
plish the following: 

(1) To examine the “lofty theme” of 
one of our great mission hymns against 
the background of the present mission 
enterprise; 

(2) To draw a comparison between 
our Objective and our Achievement in 
world evangelism; 

(3) To examine our position with ref- 
erence to the enormous problem which 
such a study reveals. \ 


The Origin of the Hymn 

The missionary hymn, “Christ for the 
world we sing,” was inspired by a con- 
vention theme of the State Y.M.C.A., in 
Cleveland, Ohio, in 1869. The Reverend 
Samuel Wolcott, former missionary to 
Syria, was a delegate to this convention, 
and was led to compose the hymn by 
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the motto which appeared in evergreen 
- above the chancel of the convention 
church—“Christ for the world, and the 
world for Christ.” 


The Message of the Hymn 

Whether or not it was coincidental, it 
was most appropriate that the slogan 
should have been done in evergreen, the 
symbol of eternity. The message of the 
hymn, likewise, is of a lasting nature. 
The universality of the Christ and the 
world-wide need of the Saviour are 
themes which are never outdated. And 
the picture of the Church with “loving 
zeal, fervent prayer, and one accord” 
bringing, “with joyful song,” Christ io 
the world and the world to Christ, is one 
which never need be discarded. Nor can 
time improve upon the portrayal of the 
world’s men and the world’s plight as 
contained in such poetical phrases of the 
hymn as “the poor and them that moum 
or, “the wayward and the lost.” 

The message of the hymm preserves 
the essence of the divine commission, in 
the appointed scripture lesson, the world- 
wide work of the Church. In a series of 
rapidly succeeding images it presents 
“all sorts and conditions of men” in need 
of the healing and redeeming Christ; 
then, a vast Christian fellowship, united 
and sharing: and, finally, a Christian 
world, new-born, belonging to Christ. 


Idealism 

World evangelism, commanded by 
Christ and expressed in this hymn, is a 
lofty ideal. But, the Christian Church 
can be content with nothing less. It is 
an ideal—a Christian goal—of divine 
origin. To scoff at such idealism as im- 
practical, visionary, “ivory-towered,” is to 
do an injustice to the visions of Jesus and 
to remove the dynamic from the mission 
enterprise. In the midst of a world 
where imperfection prevails, Jesus, never- 
theless, said: “Be ye therefore perfect, 


even as your Father which is in heaven 


is perfect” (Mt. 5:48). And, by the 
same token. it would be better for the 
Church to fail in her evangelistic effort 
than ever to relax her great ideal. She 
must go on singing “Christ for the 
world.” 
Cynicism 
The comparison of the actual io the 
ideal easily leads to cynicism. When the 
present missionary effort is surveyed 
against the broad background of the total 
evangelization of the world, the cynic. 
in bitterness and despair, sneers: “See! 
What's the use? You can’t win!” Or, 
a pethaps, he dismisses the ideal of the 
Christian Church as mere “pious phrases” 
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which don’t deceive him! But such 
cynicism accomplishes nothing but harm. 
If our examination of the evangelism of 
the world reveals a terrific lag between 
the present accomplishment and the goal, 
lef’s not be bitter! To our Christian ideal- 
ism let us bring a measure of Christian 
realism. 
Realism 

The familiar couplet tells of two men 
who looked out between the same bars, 
and “the one saw the mud and the other 
saw the stars.” The current ideal of “real- 
ism” is seeing only the mud. And to be 
“realistic,” in the current sense, is too 
often seeing only that which is negative. 
That which we might describe as Chris- 
tian realism would see the mud, but 
would also see the stars. Christian real- 
ism, in other words, endeavors to gain 
a clear and total and thoroughly honest 
insight In the examination of world 
evangelism, for example, it would not 
feces itself by glorying in the results 
and glossing over the failures. Rather, it 
would make an honest effort to look at 
both. 


“Christ for the World” We Sing—But: 
(1) The vision lags 

Christ for the world and the world for 
Christ! This is the vision—the substance 
of our song, but the vision is not yet a 
reality throughout the Church. Isolation- 
ism is not yet dead. In the minds of too 
many of the Church’s members the hori- 
zon of the Church’s work is drawn 
around the local parish, or the synod, or, 
at the most, the ULCA. Wendel Willkie’s 
vision of ONE WORLD grows only 
slowly. The Church’s conception of ONE 
CHRISTIAN WORLD fares even worse. 
The hymn from which we derive our 
topic envisions the world, but—we sing 
unthinkingly, and our actual vision lags 
behind the one of which we sing. 
(2) The resources are meager 

The leadership of our Church is not 
lacking in vision. An examination of the 
minutes of the ULCA, or a casual read- 
ing of the missionary periodicals of our 
Church will substantiate this. The Board 
of Foreign Missions constantly has to re- 
duce its plans because the resources are 
insufficient. More work could be under- 
taken and more missionaries could be 
sent, but the budget must grow accord- 
ingly. The fault now seems to lie with 
the rank and file of our membership. 

The resources of a Church are but the 
combined gifts of her members. Where 
the vision lags, the resources are, accord- 
ingly meager. The Church must con- 
tinue to sing, and to sing thoughifully, 
the words of another great mission hymn: 


“Give of thy sons to bear the message 
glorious; 
Give of thy wealth to speed them 
on their way” 
(3) The personnel is too limited 
“Christ for the world” we sing—but, 
how can Christ be shared with the world 
unless there are those who are willing 
to go as missionaries? And the testimony 
of those who go is always the same: 
more missionaries are needed. The de- 
mand is ever greater than the supply. 


® QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

“Christ for the world” we sing .. . . But: 

1. How can we enlarge the vision of our 

Church concerning “one Christian world’? 

2. Why is the “cause” of missions so often 
unpopular im our congregations? 

. Why is the Missionary Society usually a 
Women’s Missionary Society? 

. The term “Foreign Missions” is under fire. 
Why? Can you suggest an alternate desig- 
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nation? (“Missions Overseas” has been sug- 
gested). 

- Is evangelism still the primary task of the 
Church? Would you limit “world evange- 
lism” only to mission work abroad? 

6. Have we translated sufficiently into evange- 
lism the principle of the leaven? (Mt. 18: 
33). Or, are there still many who, impa- 
tiently, would be “men of violence” and 
take the kingdom by force? 
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The Ever-Present Tension 

The Church must ever be conscious of 
a certain tension between things as they 
are and things as they ought to be. When 
that tension is no longer felt; when the 
discrepancy between preaching and prac- 
tice is no longer apparent, then we may 
safely assume that the Church has grown 
careless and self-satisfied. 

It is a wholesome experience, then, for 
the Church to measure her present per- 
formance in world evangelism against 
her goal, and in all honesty and humility 
to confess that the vision falters, the 
resources- are inadequate, and the per- 
sonnel too restricted. 

Such an experience is wholesome, pro- 
vided that it leads to increased endeavor. 
In the appraisal of the mission enterprise 
the Church finds herself somewhat in 
the position of the disciple Simon Peter, 
who in the presence of Jesus once said: 
“Master, we have toiled all the night 
and have taken nothing; nevertheless, at 
thy word I will let down the net” (Lk. 
5:5). This is not to say that the Church 
has accomplished nothing, or that the 
mission enterprise has been in vain. But 
it is to say that in view of what remains 
to be done, little has been achieved. 
With a greater willingness and in a 
greater obedience the Church, at His 
word, must go on “letting down the net.” 


® BOOKS TO READ 
LYRIC RELIGION, THE ROMANCE OF 
IMMORTAL HYMNS-H. Augustine Smith, 


Fleming H. Revell Co., New York. 


Nineteen 


FORTH! HANDBOOK FOR STUDY GROUPS 
ON WORLD MISSIONS-—F. Eppling Rein- 
artz, Editor. 

Miscellaneous pamphlets and periodicals, Board 
of Foreign Missions and the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society 


® THE BIBLE SPEAKS 

Isaiah 56:6, 7. The prophetic vision of the 
establishment of ‘“‘a house of prayer for all 
peoples”’; 

John 3:16. The sending of the Son . 
for the world; 


... given 


Matthew 11:2-5. The Christ at work in the 
world; the “‘test of deeds”; 

John 10:16. The vision of One World... . 
One Christian World; 

Acts 1:8. The promise of power for witnessing 

. . to “the uttermost part of the earth”; 

Philippians 2:9-11. Paul’s vision of a “world 
for Christ’’; 

Galatians 6:9. Patience and persistence in a 
world-wide task; the hope and faith of the 
Christian Church ... . “in due season we 
shall reap, if we do not lose heart” (Rev. 
Std. Version) 


WORLD EVANGELISM: "LORD, SEND THEM OUT"... WHO? 


Mark 3:13-15 
By MRS. JOHN H. SUNBURN, Plymouth, Conn. 


@ METHOD SUGGESTIONS 

Since questions and answers are used in the 
basic material it might be effective to develop 
a question and answer method of discussion. 
In order to stimulate further questions and dis- 
cussion, begin with a planned skit using two or 
three of the group members. One can claim to 
have seen a poster with a hand pointing from 
out of a cross and the inscription “I Want 
You.” (It would be well to have several pos- 
ter’s around the room on the theme of the 
missionary call.) The person who saw the 
poster says that he feels that he must make 
some response to the call even if it is only to 
find reasons to excuse him from becoming a 
missionary. The others, in discussing the prob- 
lem with him, might represent the two sides of 
his conscience, one for the mission field, and 
the other against. As the discussion continues 
they pose questions or offer answers for their 
sides of the argument. 

After a period of covering some of the vital 
questions the discussion should be. opened to 
the rest of the group. They may offer ques- 
tions that they woyld want answered if they 
were going to the mission field. Each one 
might be asked to name his vocation or the 
work for which he is preparing in order that 
the group could discuss the possibility of turn- 
ing these abilities and skills to the Christian 
mission work. This should not be conducted 
so as to embarrass those concerned or to 
create a forced interest or testimony but in 
order that the discussion of work in far coun- 
tries can be transplanted into the realistic pres- 
ent. Stories of great missionaries of all de- 
nominations would make good examples. If the 
Handbook for Foreign Missionaries is available 
it would offer good source material and answers 
to questions. 


© PROGRAM 
Hymn: “O Zion, Haste, Thy Mission High Ful- 
filling” 
Scripture: Mark 8:13-15 
Prayer: Eternal God, we thank Thee that Thou 
are not without a witness in any land, nor is 
Thy voice silent in any tongue. From prophetic 
spirits and through all languages, the eternal 
Word has been made known, Thy will revealed 
to men. Even when clouded by obscure minds 
and hindered by imperfect revelation, Thou 
hast continued to seek after us. By broken 
lights and through weak voices, Thy truth has 
been made known. We cannot escape Thy 
voice, for we are fashioned after Thy likeness; 
and when Jesus speaks, our hearts stir within us. 
By that message of Thy Son, grant that our 
own imperfect lives may take courage in order 
that we may continue the struggle for that day 
when men shall fulfill Thy Word. In the name 
of Jesus, we offer this prayer. Amen, 
Hymn: “Speed Thy Servants, Saviour, 
Them” 
Discussion of Topic and Questions 
The Offering 
Hymn: “Fling Out the Banner” 


Speed 


Twenty 


Prayer: O God, our heavenly Father, we re- 
joice that Thou hast called us to so great a 
heritage through Jesus Christ. How can we be 
found faithful in our tasks as fellow workers 
together with Him unless, in Thy mercy, Thou 
dost pour upon us Thy truth and Thy grace? 
We are weak and prone to error. Our sight is 
dim, and mists obscure the path in which our 
spirits grope. We are called upon to make de- 
cisions that have eternal consequences and that 
may influence countless other lives through long 
years. Yet we make our choices blindly, and 
in fear. Beyond the hour and the day we can 
scarcely grasp the meaning and mystery of 
life. Yet thou hast put eternity in our hearts 
and given our spirits the heritage of immor- 
tality. 

O help us to free ourselves of earth-born 
clouds and mortal fears in order that in Thy 
light we may see life and by Thy grace take 
our rightful place in the building of the 
eternal kingdom. Amen. 


@ "LORD, SEND THEM OUT"... WHO? 

One of the most effective recruiting 
posters during this last war showed Uncle 
Sam with a finger pointed at every 
passer-by. The message, almost superfl- 
ous on a picture so dramatic, was this: 
“I Want You.” Uncle Sam does not 
point at us with such urgency now. The 
war is over and many people, especially 
in the United States, have settled back 
complacently into their old life rut or a 
reasonable facsimile thereof. 

But those who will take the time to 
look as they pass along the complicated 
roads of modern life will see another 
finger pointed at them. If they listen 
closely, they will hear a voice saying, 
“T want you!” That finger and that voice 
belong to God and it is actually you that 
He wants. He needs soldiers to proclaim 
His Way of Life which is the only sure 
way of saving this world from another 
terrible war and even worse calamities. 
World peace will never be achieved 
without world evangelism. Through the 
foreign mission boards of His church He 
is offering you the opportunity to carry 
His banner over the earth. 


| Want You 
Have you ever faced the missionary 
call as a personal issue? You ask, “What 


constitutes a cail to the mission field? 
How do I know that I have been person- 
ally selected?” From a publication of 
the Student Volunteer Movement are 
taken the following statements concern- 
ing the subject. “God’s will and man’s 
discovery of that will constitutes a call. 
Such a discovery may result from the 
study of the following three points: 1. 
the existence of a need; 2. the absence 
of any personal disqualifications, and 8. 
the absence of any insuperable hindrance. 
Keith-Falconer, before going to Arabia, 
said, “Whilst vast continents are shrouded 
in almost utter darkness and hundreds 
of millions suffer the horrors of heathen- 
ism, or of Islam, the burden of proof 
lies upon you to show that the circum- 
stances in which God has placed you 
were meant by Him to keep you out of 
the foreign mission field.’ ” 

God has given you grace and the gift 
to be a preacher, teacher, or doctor and 
these gifts are given for the sake of the 
world. He is the one to choose for you, 
how and where you shall use them. Try 
this—Study the needs of the foreign mis- 
sion fields, consider your qualifications 
and the hindrances, if there be any, and 
always listen with an open heart and 
mind that the Lord may make His will 
known to you. You may not get a spe- 
cial delivery letter telling you what to 
do, nor should you expect a voice in the 
night such as Samuel heard, but God 
does work along the channels of your 
personal desires and inclinations. 


What Can | Do? 

One of the functions of the Board of 
Foreign Missions is to study carefully, 
the work in the fields, determine what 
kind of missionaries they need, and then, 
through careful selection, determine 
which of the applicants should be ap- 
pointed. No longer are preachers, 
teachers, and doctors the only types of 
workers required. The need for agricul- 
tural and industrial experts, engineers, 
social workers, musicians, and many 
other professions is steadily increasing. 
What can you do? For what type of 
work are you training now? Take your 
skills, your knowledge, and, most of all, 
your willingness to work, and offer them 
to the service of Christianity. Remember, 
you are not always the best judge of 
your qualifications and abilities. We read 
in I Corinthians that God calls the weak 
and foolish as often as the wise and 
powerful in order that He may be the 
more glorified by their works. It is true 
that vigorous health, an alert and trained 
mind are very important, for does not 
the highest calling require the highest 
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qualities and efforts? But let those in 
authority be the judge of your qualifi- 
cations. False humility is no better than 
false pride especially if it should serve 
to hinder you from so high a calling. On 
the other hand never believe that your 
talents and efforts might be wasted on 
the mission field, for the best is needed. 


You may argue, “I’m not good enough 
or patient enough?” Is that really the 
case or is it true that you have never 
tried to be good or patient? Is it merely 
an excuse? It is easier to excuse yourself 
in your own mind by claiming to be 
unworthy. Certainly you are unworthy, 
but that does not mean that God cannot 
fit you to His purposes. Everyone knows 
that missionaries are as human as any- 
one else. What is expected of them is 
that they always strive to be better. We 
might take a look at some of the quali- 
ties that a missionary should possess. 
Physical fitness does not mean only a 
healthy body but the ability to adjust 
to life in a new land. The people in 
these countries need someone to come 
and live and work with them just as 
Christ did when He was on earth. To 
be qualified mentally, one should have 
a thorough and broad education, the 
capacity to learn a new language, a 
thorough knowledge of the Bible, and 
should possess the appropriate profes- 
sional skills. If you feel that you can 
reasonably fill these specifications, then 
consider the following questions. These 
next qualifications, or the lack of them 
will really determine the degree of your 
success as a missionary for Christ. Do 
you possess a Christian character domi- 
nated by love for Christ and your fellow 
men? Do you live in a growing Chris- 
tian experience and a sense of mission 
from your Master? Can you communi- 
cate your faith to others? Do you have 
the capacity to appreciate, co-operate 
with, and identify yourself with the best 
interests of others? 

An old minister once set up the “three 
royal G’s”: 1. Grace, which is consecra- 
tion to Christ and an ardent love for 
man; 2. Grit, which indicates a dogged 
persistence in the performance of one’s 
work; and 8. Gumption, which implies a 
fair quantity of common sense and the 
application of it, the ability to adapt to 
circumstances, and the ability to sieze 
and use every available tool in one’s 
work. Is all this too hard to live up to? 
Look back over the list and see if there 
is any quality or any responsibility that 
should not apply to your everyday life 
here in your homeland and among your 
own people? Do you really have to be a 
better Christian in China, India, or Japan 
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than in the United StatesP Remember 
this as you take inventory of yourself: 
the work and need is so great that it will 
furnish square holes for square men and 
round holes for round men. Your job is 
to start looking for your hole. 


What Can | Expect to Get Out of I+? 

This may seem to be a question un- 
worthy of anyone who may consider the 
high calling of the mission field? Such a 
question covers a multitude of concerns. 
But everyone has a right to know how his 
physical and material needs will be met 
and especially if there are family respon- 
sibilities to consider. It is not out of 
place for one to be concerned with the 
type of life and surroundings to which 
he will look forward. As far as concern 
over the physical necessities of life is 
concerned, the missionaries of our church 
may be assured of adequate means for 
providing housing, food, and clothing. 
Our Board provides for the travel re- 
quired in the work, medical care and 
helps with the education of the children 
of missionaries. Reading in the Foreign 
Missionary, and the Lutheran Woman’s 
Work, and a geographical study of the 
countries in which our missions are lo- 
cated, will give you an idea of the type 
of people and surroundings with which 
you will be associated. 

Concerning the question of what you 
may expect to gain from such work in 
the mission field we refer to II Peter 
1:11 for the highest reward anyone could 
ask. We all look forward to entrance 
into the everlasting kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. But with- 
out thinking of the reward, we as Chris- 
tians should go forth gladly to the work 
because our Lord has called us. When 
He said “Go ye... .” He meant all of 
us and He said it with the confidence 
that all who truly loved Him would 
obey without hesitating. Let us look at 
this job offered to us in the light of the 
old gospel hymn: 


We’ve a story to tell to the nations 

That shall turn their hearts to the right, 
A story of truth and mercy, 

A story of peace and light. 


We’ve a song to be sung to the nations, 
That shall lift their heart to the Lord; 
A song that shall conquer evil 
And shatter the spear and sword. 


We’ve a message to give to the nations, 
That the Lord who reigneth above, 
Hath sent His Son to save us, 
And show us that God is love. 


We’ve a Saviour to show to the nations, 
Who the path of sorrow has trod, 

That all of the world’s great peoples 
Might come to the truth of God. 


For the darkness shall turn to dawning, 
And the dawning to noonday bright, 

And Christ’s great kingdom shall come on earth, 
The kingdom of love and light. 


Will you be the next one to offer your 
abilities and efforts to tell this story to 
the many who have no other chance for 
salvation but through those who come to 
them as missionaries? Can you pass by 
that pointing finger and the voice say- 
ing, “I WANT YOU!’? 


@ THE BIBLE CALLS US 


IL Timothy 1:8-12 We are called with a holy 
calling not because of our own works, but 
according to the purpose and grace of Christ. 
This call is manifested to us through the 
appearance of Christ in the world. 

I Peter 2:9 You are elected to witness and 
praise Him Who called you out of dark- 
ness into His marvellous light. 

I Corinthians 1:26-31 God does not necessarily 
call the wise and powerful people. He often 
uses the weak and foolish things of the 
world in order that His accomplishments 
through them may all the more glorify His 
name, 

II Timothy 4:1-5 The Word of God must be 
preached now, for men are listening to false 
leaders. Make full proof of your ministry, 
doing the work of an evangelist even if you 
must endure suffering. 
Peter 4:10-19 If you minister in God’s name 
you will be reproached and persecuted. Re- 
joice in the fact that you can thus partake 
of Christ’s sufferings. Be not ashamed to suf- 
fer as a Christian, but glorify God that you 
may thus bear witness of Him. 

Il Timothy 2:1, 2 Find faithful believers and 
train them in order that they too may be 
able to teach Christianity. 

II Peter 1:10, 11 Be diligent in your minister- 
ing in order that your election to the ever- 
lasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ may be made sure, 
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to work out by picture charts his quick method of teaching 
people to read. In a tour through South America, two 
years ago every government enthusiastically voted to 
further this method of raising literacy in their states. 
During the past year, Dr. Laubach has been in the Middle 
East and has been welcomed by royal households and 


government ministers in every land. They have been - 


electrified by his system of helping them become literate 
quickly. While in Egypt, he received an insistent invita- 
tion from the Emperor of Ethiopia to come to that land 
and introduce his remarkable method. He found an 
impossible alphabet, irregular, with vowels tacked on to 
consonants in a dozen different ways. With one sweep 
of the Imperial Scepter, the whole alphabet of Ethiopia 
was changed. It was drastic, but it will help make Ethiopia 
literate in ten years instead of the hundred years estimated 
with the former cumbersome system. 


We Are At It in Africa , 

In our own mission in Liberia, two men trained for the 
work are reducing jungle language into written form. 
The result will be that missionaries will be able to learn 
the language—a very essential step to the preaching of 
the Gospel to the people. Another result will be giving 
the people the printed page in their own tongue, and with 
it a system of teaching so that they may have opened up 
to them new horizons and new life with the greatest gift 
of all unlocked for their rapturous enjoyment—the Word 
of God which will talk to them right out of the Book. 

This literacy project, together with the mission’s policy 
of training leaders in evangelistic work, furnishes the 
active frontier for evangelism in Liberia. 


ls South America a Frontier? 

How long will reactionary groups in South America be 
able to stem the tide of evangelical Christianity in that 
Continent A few instances may indicate something of the 
answer. When political pressure resulted in the announcing 
of a determination to enforce the laws, our evangelical 
schools were told that all pupils must be present for the 
celebration of the mass on a great festival occasion. Our 
schools reported that as evangelicals, their pupils did not 
intend to be present for the mass. Strangely enough, noth- 
ing happened. Out in the country districts in faraway 
northern Argentina, missionaries are conducting schools 
and fostering an orderly sanitary, healthful village life for 
the Indian population and are gathering them into the 
Church. The government sent inspectors into this area 
with instructions that such projects must be closed because 
of the law against Christian work by evangelicals among 
the Indians. The government inspectors came and were so 
well satisfied with the excellent conditions of the villages 
and the happiness and contentment and prosperity of the 
Indians under these conditions, that they sent in a favor- 
able report and said it would be good if such work were 
not hindered but expanded. 


, 
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LUTMERS LEAGUE 
TOPICS 
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Seniors and Young People 


THEY ARE 

Youth Suggested Themes 
Church-Centered Studies 

Prepared by Youth-Minded Folk 
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Let’s Celebrate 
Twelfth Night 


(Continued from Page 6) 


(4) Do not say, “Certain cinnamon 
Christmas cookies created conscientiously 
clearly cause children to cater constantly.” 

Anyone who muffs his challenge must 
help serve refreshments and clean up at 
the end of the party. 


Fun in Couples 
Twelfth Night Animals 

Have a pencil, and a card ready for 
each person. At the top of the blank 
card write the name of an animal. Each 
name is to be duplicated, one card being 
given to a boy and one to a girl. After 
the cards have been distributed a signal 
is given, and one elephant must hunt 
through the crowd for the other ele- 
phant, one monkey for the other monkey, 
etc. When the “animals” have been 
paired, each couple draws a little apart 
from the crowd and together they com- 
pose two telegrams, the words of which 
must begin with the letters composing 
the animal’s name, in their correct order. 
The boy’s telegram must be addressed to 
the girl, and hers must be a reply to it. 
The finished telegrams are handed to the 
Bean King, who reads them aloud, and 
the group chooses the best telegram and 
its answer. The winning couple can be 
awarded a package of chewing gum. 


Twelfth Night Chew Chew 

Before the party hide a candy cane 
with a long piece of string for each 
couple. Tell the partners to find the cane 
and string, tie the cane in the middle of 
the string, put an end of the string in 
the mouth, and start chewing until the 
cane is reached. The couple who finishes 
first may be awarded small candy canes 
for their chewing skill. 


Fun All Together 
“If” Scavenger Hunt 

Cut as many paper arrows as you wish 
to use. On each arrow write directions 
similar to the suggestions given below. 
Each arrow is numbered. While the 
group is playing Chew Chew, pin the 
arrows on curtains, put them under 
lamps so that only a small piece shows, 
etc. Caution the group that they must 
follow the arrows consecutively. The 
directions on the last arrow should bring 
the players all together. 
Examples: 

(1) If you are wearing any green, go 
to the kitchen, get a dish from the cup- 
board, wash and dry it, and put it away. 
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(2) If your hair is naturally curly, put 
some water on the front lock until it 
is straight. 

(8) If you ever oversleep in the morn- 
ing, find an alarm clock and set it so it 
will ring within fifteen minutes. 


Pinate 

In the Southwestern part of the United 
States, as well as in all Spanish-speaking 
countries, an essential part of any 
Twelfth Night celebration is the pifiate. 
A’ pifiate is a clay drum, with painted 
decorations, filled to the brim with candy, 
gum, and peanuts. Someone is blind- 
folded, and then the pifiate is hung up 
just above the person’s reach. Armed 
with a broomstick, the blindfolded per- 
son tries to find and break the pifiate. 
When the pifiate breaks, everyone scram- 
bles for the goodies. Of course, your 
group probably cannot have a real clay 
pifiate; but two large paper sacks, one 
inside the other, serve just as well. Be 
sure to fill the pifiate as full as possible 
so that it will break fairly easily. 


Holiday Art 

Distribute pencils and paper to the 
guests. Turn out the lights and ask each 
person to draw Santa Claus. While the 
room is still dark, instruct them to draw 
reindeer and a sleigh for jolly old St. 
Nick. The lights are then turned on and 
the papers collected for exhibit. Appoint 
a judge to award a prize for the best 
artistic effort in the collection. 

Holiday Scents 

If you have any sense of differentiation 
of scents, now is the time to use it. Dis- 
tribute among the guests sheets of paper. 
Have each one number his sheet from 
one to ten. Before the party starts, pre- 


Solution To 
Bible Cross-Word 
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pare a tray containing bags of various 
things of distinct aroma. Pass the tray 
around so that every player will have 
an opportunity to test his olfactory 
nerves. Each of the bags to be sniffed 
should be numbered. The players write 
down the names of the contents accord- 
ing to the smell. Here are suggested 
articles to place in the bags: 


(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 
(7) 
(8) 
(9) 
(10) 


Pine needles 
Cedar shavings 
Coffee 

Tea 

Cheese 

Piece of apple 
Orange skin 
Peppermint candy 
Spices 

Onion 


Folk Dances 
Folk dancing and square dancing will 
easily provide a gala climax for your 


party. 
The Burning of the Greens 

In many communities the Christmas 
trees and other greens are burned at a 
huge bonfire on Twelfth Night. If there 
is a fireplace available, the “burning of 
the greens” is an ideal ending for your 
party. Undecorate the Christmas tree 
and place it and all the other greens in 
the fireplace. While they burn, sing 
carols and toast marshmallows. The 
carol, “The Twelve Days of Christmas,” 
is especially appropriate. (See The Home 
Book of Christmas, edited by Mary Lam- 
berton Becker; New York: Dodd, Meade, 
and Co., 1941; p. 608.) After the fire 
has died down, serve homemade cookies 
and hot chocolate or Russian tea for 
refreshments. 


CONCERNING 
FINANCIAL REPORTS 


Beginning with this issue of The 
Luther League Review financial state- 
ments will not be printed monthly. 
Instead, quarterly statements will be 
printed herein. Due to our early dead- 
lines, however, such statements will 
appear some while after the period 
reported on. 

The same plan will be followed in 
printing the names of contributors 
toward the Special Gifts Fund and of 
persons Memorialized in that Fund. 
They will appear only quarterly. The 
final statement for 1947 will be given 
in the March issue. 
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The Swap Shop 


(Continued from Page 8) 

W. Loew, and SLovaxk LurHeraAN YoutH Live by Joseph 
Juras. You might even use them instead of regular topics. 

We felt the need of changing our shingle outside to 
something as fresh and whimsical as this year’s fashions. 
We hope it will not arouse as much controversy! As time 
goes on, other changes will make their appearance, too, 
unless we run out of money or space—or both! (Have you 
paid YOUR apportionment for 1947?) Keep dropping 
around to cast your eagle eye on things anyway. 


Are These for You? 

In the meantime, we want to toss another orchid or 
two. The Johnstown District of the Luther League of the 
Central Pennsylvania Synod rates one for its clever con- 
vention report in THE CONDUCTOR (and for its plug 
for Luther League pamphlets—to mount our soap box 
again!). The report is made by Johnny, the District’s mas- 
cot, being a little fat bear with an appetite for bills and 
loose change, and is very chatty as well as informative. 
The other goes to Genesee Valley District's (New York 
state) LUTHER LOG for its Youth Rally “advertisement.” 
We quote a bit so that you will know why! 


“On Saturday nite, October 11th take a............ CUE 
for exactly at 8:00 P.M. sharp is the .............. TIME 
(the place to be announced later) 

WHErGh wee ace ete Otte nee LUTHERAN 
youth will meet to discuss and.................. REVIEW 
the concentrated effort of the 

SYMOG Oper dae fons eee ae NEW YORK (ER) 


to bring to the attention of all........ PROGRESSIVE 
Lutherans (whether 14 or 80) the........ FUTURE 
programs that are offered in great............ VARIETY 
and it would be well to heed the... CHURCHMAN 
who can explain to us in.................... PLAIN TALK 
the way to be.ay er eects NEW LEADER” 


There is more, but that gives you the idea. And brings 
us to a good stopping point for this month. Come back 
again, though, because we have more suggestions from 
Leaguedom to pass along to you! 


Luke Writes the Christmas Story 


(Continued from Page 14) 

the word of God, and having followed his commands, 
came to the place where Jesus was. There they saw Him. 

It is difficult to describe the reactions of individuals 
who have seen Jesus, something very definitely happens 
to them; they are changed, new people in Christ, born 
again souls. The shepherds returned, glorifying and prais- 
ing God; all who have seen Him glorify Him and praise 
Him both with their lips and their lives. 


Empathy 
It would be impossible to give all of the reactions of 


those who have seen Him, but it would not be out of place 
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for one to describe Him in all of His beauty. Artists have 
attempted to do this in placing a shining halo over His 
head or a brilliant light radiating from His body. These 
mechanical devices seek to express the grandeur of His 
being. The reaction might be described as one explains 
the operation of great art whether in painting, sculpture, 
music, or literature. One is struck by the overwhelming, 
involuntary loss of self; the person is forgotten and lost in 
His wonder. So it is with those who have seen Jesus the 
Beautiful; they have lost themselves in finding Him. No 
longer do they live but Christ lives in them; they cannot 
escape the experience of His presence. 

Even as they see Him they have become identified with 
His being. They have not just joined the church, even 
though it is His church, they have become identified with 
Him. and His church, they walk in the company of those 
who walk with Him. 

Even as great art brings about involuntary movements 
such as tears to the eyes, a quickening of the heartbeat, 
a tapping of the foot, or an expression of the lips; even 
so those who have seen Jesus are moved by Him, not 
because they have thought it all out and have all the 
answers, but because they have seen Him, the Beautiful 
One in whom they believe. They have seen Jesus, and 
they follow Him, for unto them He has been given. 
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HARTWICK COLLEGE 


The Lutheran College of the Catskills 
(Co-educational) Founded 


1928 


Registered as a four-year college by the Regents of the 
University of the State of New York. 
Located on Oyaron Hill, the College overlooks four con- 


verging valleys and the towering foothills of the Catskills, afford- 
ing a landscape of majestic grandeur. 

Offering: Four-year programs leading to the A.B. 
degrees, including liberal arts, teacher training, 
tration, nursing and parish work. 

Pre-professional programs in law, medicine, theology, dentistry, 
medical technicianship and secretarial work. 

Special two-year program for church secretaries. 

12-week Summer Session begins June 12, 1948. 
1948-1949 begins September 20. 1948. 
President, Henry J. Arnold 


and B.S. 
business adminis- 


First semester 
For literature, address: 
Oneonta, New York 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


“BK Good College for Young Men and Women” 


Owned and controlled by the South Caro- 
lina, Georgia-Alabama and Florida Synods 


Academically Accredited Educationally Efficient 
Spiritually Sound 


For catalogue write: JAMES C. KINARD, President 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


One Hundred Years Ago 


Wittenberg College was founded to furnish a liberal education 
in a Christian atmosphere. 


It continues to provide for Lutheran youth a superior preparation 
for a useful and efficient life. 


Wittenberg College offers a full liberal arts curriculum, includ- 
ing pre-professional and teacher training programs. 


Catalog and View-Book upon request 
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WATERLOO COLLEGE 
Established 1924 
A University College 
In Affiliation with the University of Western Ontario 
Co-Educational courses leading to the B.A. Degree 
Four-Year Honor Courses in Classics, English, French, German, 
History. Also Business Administration (first 2 years) 
Three-Year General Courses 
Choice may be made from a wide range of subjects in the Humani- 
ties and Social Sciences. The offerings in Biological and Physical 
Science are being increased. Unusual opportunities exist for Fine 
Art and Music. 
Basic Training for Professions 
Business and Industry, Law, Library Work, 
Social Service, Teaching, and Theology. 
Men's and Women's Residences on the Campus. 
Moderate Tuition Fees and Cost of Living 
For information apply to: H. T. Lehmann, B.A. Th.D., President. 
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 
Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 
Located in the midst of the world-famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 
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For Catalogue write Russell Galt, 
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Ve rolke College 


Founded 1842 


Dean 


Co-Educational 
SALEM, VIRGINIA 


Four-year accredited college of the Lutheran Synod of 
Virginia. 

A.B. and B.S. degrees in the liberal arts and sciences. 
Pre-professional offerings in the major fields. Business 
Administration. 
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CHAS. J. SMITH, D.D., LL.D., President 
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GREENVILLE, PA. 


A Christian College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences 
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For information write to 
Dean Herbert G. Gebert President William F. Zimmerman 


An Institution of the Pittsburgh Synod 
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Luther League NAPKINS 


to be used for entertaining, suppers, weddings, picnics, fellowship hours and 
receptions. Luther League Emblem in one corner of folded napkin as described 
and priced below. 


Number 1 WHITE EMBOSSED DESIGN NAPKIN, size 13%” x 
13%”, straight edges, folded in quarter size, Emblem 
printed in plain blue ink. 
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Number 2 LUNCHEON NAPKIN, size 13” x 13” with scalloped 
edges, folded in quarter size, Emblem hot-stamped in 
brilliant gold on any of the following colors of plain 
crepe material: white, pink, yellow, light blue or light 
green (can be ordered all of one color or in assorted 


colors). 
per 50 ae $1.60 
Pegn| OO R eens 2045 
Number 3 TEA NAPKIN, size 9” x 9” with scalloped edges, same 


colors and gold stamping as described in Number 2 
Luncheon Napkins. 
per 50 ... $1.50 


pysy? HOO). cosc-o $2.35 


Prices are postpaid. Remittance in full 
should accompany the order. 


SPECIAL MONOGRAMS hot-stamped in gold on special order can 


be supplied. Prices quoted on receipt of information as to copy 


and style desired. Can be used for gift purposes, special anniver- 
saries, etc. 
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SPECIALIZING IN LUTHER LEAGUE SUPPLIES 
429-437 HERR STREET HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 
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